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1978 
Annual Report 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

PURPOSE 
Husbandry of state's wildlife, park and outdoor recreation resources in the best long-term interests of 
the people. 
GOAL 1: To plan for and implement all policies and programs in an efficient and objective manner. 
GOAL 2: To maintain a rich and diverse environment in the lands and waters of Nebraska. 
GOAL 3: To provide outdoor recreation opportunities. 
GOAL 4: To manage wildlife resources for maximum benefit of the people . 
GOAL 5: To cultivate man's appreciation of his role in the world of nature . 
Eugene. T. Mahoney was apointed to a six-year term as 
director of the Game and Parks Commisson, effective 
July 22, 1976. 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  
T h e  d i v i s i o n  p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  u n i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  
C o m m i s s i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f i c e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n :  ( 1 )  
P e r s o n n e l ,  ( 2 )  I n - S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g ,  ( 3 )  A i r c r a f t  O p e r a t i o n s ,  ( 4 )  W o r d  P r o c e s s i n g ,  a n d  ( 5 )  t h e  
s t a f f  a s s i s t a n t s ,  s e c r e t a r i a l  a n d  c l e r i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s .  T h e  d i v i s i o n  a l s o  
p r o v i d e s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e .  
P e r s o n n e l  
F u n c t i o n s  o f  P e r s o n n e l  i n c l u d e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  p a y r o l l ,  w o r k m e n ' s  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  
r e t i r e m e n t ,  i n s u r a n c e ,  a c c i d e n t  r e p o r t s ,  p e r f o r m a n c e  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  a n d  
p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  p e r s 6 n a l  s e r v i c e s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  o p e r a t i o n  b u d g e t .  
A  t o t a l  o f  5 1  v a c a n c y  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  w a s  s e n t  t o  C o m m i s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l  d u r i n g  
1 9 7 8 .  T h e s e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  1 6  t e m p o r a r y  e m p l o y e e s  b e i n g  m o v e d  t o  p e r m a n e n t  
s t a t u s ,  2 2  p r o m o t i o n s  o r  i n - h o u s e  t r a n s f e r s  a n d  1 3  n e w  h i r e s .  T h e  n e w  e m p l o y e e s  h i r e d  
w e n t  i n t o  e n t r a n c e . l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s  o r  p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  n o  q u a l i f i e d  i n - h o u s e  a p p l i c a n t s  
~~- .  
T o t a l  t u r n o v e r  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d u r i n g  1 9 7 8  w a s  7 . 5 % ;  t o t a l  r e s i g n a t i o n s  w e r e  
5 . 6 1 % .  R e s i g n a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  o n l y  t h o s e  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  l e f t  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  v o l u n t a r i l y .  
O t h e r  t u r n o v e r  i s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  r e t i r e m e n t ,  d e a t h ,  d i s c h a r g e  o r  l a y o f f .  
J o b  a u d i t s  a n d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  r e v i e w s  b y  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e r s o n n e l  i n  1 9 7 8  
r e s u l t e d  i n  2 4  p o s i t i o n  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ;  f o u r  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  u p w a r d  c h a n g e s  i n  
p a y  g r a d e .  
N u m e r o u s  l e t t e r s  o n  e m p l o y m e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  c a r e e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  
a n d  a n s w e r e d .  P e r s o n n e l  a l s o  i n t e r v i e w e d  a n d  t e s t e d  m a n y  a p p l i c a n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .  
R e p l i e s  w e r e  g i v e n  f o r  p e r s o n n e l  s u r v e y s  r e g a r d i n g  s a l a r i e s ,  b e n e f i t s ,  p e r s o n n e l  t u r n o v e r ,  
p o s i t i o n s ,  s e x  o f  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  e m p l o y e e s .  
T h e r e  w e r e  a  t o t a l  o f  8 5  o n - t h e - j o b  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  a c c i d e n t  c l a i m s  f i l e d  b y  C o m -
m i s s i o n  e m p l o y e e s  i n  1 9 7 8  w i t h  a  t o t a l  s t a t e  c o s t  o f  $ 4 1 , 4 7 4 . 5 8  f o r  m e d i c a l  b i l l s ,  h o s p i t a l  
e x p e n s e s ,  e t c . ;  $ 3 0 , 2 8 3 . 9 6  o f  t h i s  t o t a l  c o s t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  o n e  b u m  i n j u r y .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e n  
W o r k m e n ' s  C o m p e n s a t i o n  C l a i m s  a m o u n t i n g  $ 1 0 , 0 7 1 . 7 6 .  
G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  2 7  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a c c i -
d e n t s .  
P A Y R O L L S :  P e r m a n e n t -
T e m p o r a r y -
T o t a l  g r o s s  w a g e s  p a i d :  $ 5 , 1 6 7 , 9 4 4 . 7 5  
A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  o f  e m p l o y e e s  p e r  m o n t h :  4 3 8  
T o t a l  g r o s s  w a g e s  p a i d :  $ 1 , 3 9 9 , 0 5 4 . 2 9  
A v e r a g e  n u m b e r  e m p l o y e e s  p e r  p a y r o l l :  2 6 7  
L a r g e s t  p a y r o l l  ( i n c l u d e s  Y C C  e m p l o y e e s ) :  6 2 0  
S m a l l e s t  p a y r o l l :  7 6  
I n - S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g  
I n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  b e t t e r i n g  p r e s e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  t o  p r e p a r i n g  
e m p l o y e e s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  o f  h i g h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T o  a c h f e v e  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  t r a i n i n g  e f f o r t s  a r e  
d i r e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  m e e t i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  n e e d s  o f  ~n d i v i d u a l  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h o  e n r o l l  
i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s h o r t  c o u r s e s ,  s e m i n a r s ,  a n d  w o r k s h o p s :  B r o a d - b a s e d  t r a i n i n g  n e e d s  a r e  m e t  
t h r o u g h  i n - h o u s e  w o r k s h o p s  f o r  g r o u p s  o f  e m p l o y e e s .  '  
D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  e n r o l l e d  i n  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  s h o r t  c o u r s e s  o n  s u p e r -
v i s o r y  m a n a g e m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  a p p r a i s a l  a n d  r e l o c a t i o n  a s s i s -
t a n c e ,  w a t e r  l a w ,  r e t i r e m e n t ,  a n d  d e f e n s i v e  d r i v i n g .  S p e c i a l i z e d  c o l l e g e - l e v e l  c o u r s e s  w e r e  
c o m p l e t e d  b y  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  T u i t i o n  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m .  
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AERO COMMANDER 
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 
LINCOLN BASED AIRCRAFT 
FOR 1978 
Director Operation Cost Breakdown 
Aircraft repair, electronic 
and engine overhaul 
Gasoline 
Oil 
TOTAL 
Total Hours Flown* - 407 .1 
1978 
$24,542.44 
6,924.78 
57.54 
$31,524.76 
1977 
$15,865.37 
8,516.37 
174.56 · 
$24,556.30 
1976 1975 
$10,994.70 $ 3,416.48 
10,438.04 6,872.28 
589.10 , 204.24 
$22,021.84 $10,493.00 
*Total aircraft engine operating time will be approximately 10 percent more than noted, since 
aircraft recording hour meter is run by air pressure over the wing and is operating only when air-
craft has flight speed. Total flight time is air to ground time only, using 180 m.p.h. average 
speed. 
Indirect Operating Cost 
1978 1976 · 1975 
Insurance $ 1,652.00 $1,200.76 $ 1,144.00 
$3,000,000 single limit bodily 
injury and property damage 
insurance each occurrence Hull 
All Risk Basis $80,000 insured 
value. 
Storages, including office rent 
landing fees $ 4,592.45 $4,000.54 3 ,487.47 
Federal Tax 137.00 .135.00 
Charts and Publication 159.00 40.75 198.00 
New Equipment: De-ice instal-
lation and new propellers 
( 6 blades) -0- 7,000.00 
Miscellaneous supplies 21.21 30.15 115.95 
'TOTAL $ 6,424.66 5,408.44 $12,081.17 
Direct Operating Cost Per Hours - $77.43 
Total Indirect Cost Per Hour -15.78 
1978 1977 1976 
Combined Direct and Indirect Cost Per Hour: 93 .21 103.47 59 .36 
Total Direct and Indirect Cost of Operation over a Four-Year Period - $81.51 
Operating Cost Breakdown (per mile and seat mile) 
Per mile 
Per Seat Mile 
Seat Load Factor 
Depreciation Rate 
1978 
.52 
.12 
4.5 
1977 
.57 
.12 
4.7 
1976 
.62 
.32 
5.2 
1975 
.72 
.40 
5.5 
No deprediation. Value of aircraft and spare engine is approximately $83,191.59. 
6 
1975 
70 .06 
• 
Charges to divisions within the Game and Parks Commission for 1977 will be based on the 
direct operating cost for 1978 in the amount of $77.43. 
Hours of Flying Breakdown 
Total Hours Flown 407.1 
Hours of Night Flying 29.7 
Hours of Instrument Flying 13.1 
Breakdown of Aircraft Used by Divisions 
1978 1977 1976 1975 
Administration* 270.9 244.9 259.65 120.2 
Department of Aeronautics none none 22.80 83.6 
Budget/Fiscal 5 .7 12.0 8.65 12.3 
Fisheries 23.8 32.9 76.76 26.1 
Information & Education 8.2 10.2 .5 
Law Enforcement Survey and Patrol 2.2 7.4 6.3 
Parks 51.5 76.5 40.43 26.9 
Pilot Proficiency 2.5 4.0 2.6 
Planning and Programming none 10.0 15.75 3.9 
Game 1.7 22.1 16.52 20.0 
Resource Services 6.1 12.5 4.30 
Aircraft maintenance 2.5 1.0 7.0 
Federal Aid 6 .. 8 3.5 25.24 2.2 
Operations 2 .. 0 
*Flight charged to Administration includes all flights by the Director, Assistant Director, 
Commissioners, and combined Department personnel assisting the Director or Assistant 
Director. 
Operating Cost Breakdown (per mile and seat mile) 
Champion Aircraft Operations Report 
The Champion airplane was flown a total of 465.00 hours during 1978. These hours con-
sisted of 409 . 20 hours daytime flying and 55.80 hours nighttime flying. This is a considerable 
increase in flying hours from 1977 which consisted of 388.90 hours total time. 
There were 139 flights scheduled and 8 of these flights were cancelled on account of poor 
visability and weather. 
The cost of operation per hour this year was $8.55. This does not include insurance. 
There is no depreciation as it has reached its residual value. 
The airplane was used for various surveys and counts, antelope depredations and fish and game law enforcement. 
There were two spotlighting violation cases from 1976 that were carried over and tried. 
Both were found guilty. They paid total fines of $50.00 and $94.28 court costs. 
There were seven fish and game law violation cases from 1977 that were carried over that 
were tried, and all were found guilty. They paid total fines of $250.00 and $56.00 court costs. 
There were forty-eight fish and game law violation cases made in 1978. Fourteen of these 
cases were ca1Tied over for court action. Of the thirty-four that were tried one was dismissed, 
and the others were found guilty and paid fines of $1515.00, court costs of $256.00, and liquida-
ted damages of $256.00. 
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Purpose of Rental 
Hawk count 
Fort Robinson horses 
Tern survey 
Fisheries 
Antelope depredation 
Antelope count 
Waterfowl count 
Law Enforcement 
1978 Aircraft Rental 
Account Number 
1370-336-70000 
1370-11011 
1370-336-70000 
2332-59 
90015 
90015 
90015 
2332-40 
Total 
Cessna 180 
7836K 
Hours of 
Flying Time 
10.40 
9.45 
7075 
1.50 
78.10 
97.60 
83.70 
170.50 
465.00 
Cost 
$ 88 .92 
80.70 
65.26 
12.83 
667.76 
834.48 
715.64 
1,459.02 
$3,975.91 
A 1976 Cessna 180 was officially placed in service October 1, 1978. During the following three 
months, the aircraft was flown 146.8 hours. 
Day 
Night 
76.6 
70.2 
146.8 
51 flights scheduled, 18 cancelled due to weather. 
Cost of operation includes lease/purchase for 1978 $7036 .00 
Maintenance/repairs 877 .62 
Gasoline 1293.04 
Oil 65.54 
Hangar storage 330.00 
Insurance 995.00 
Use of aircraft by division: 
Administration 
Budget/Fiscal 
Fisheries 
Game 
Law Enforcement 
Resource Services 
Profo/Maint . 
2.5 hours 
1.6 
5.3 
14.4 
111.0 
2.0 
10.0 
146.8 hours 
Arrests made on aircraft-assisted details totalled 59. Of these, 49 were brought to trial and all 
were found guilty. The balance, not disposed of in 1978, will be carried in next year's annual 
report. 
Charges filed as result of arrests: 
Hunting with artificial light 43 
No hunting permit 4 
No habitat stamp 1 
Loaded shotgun in vehicle 1 
Game closed season 4 
Illegal possession of game 1 
8 
Illegally taking furbearer 1 
Failure to produce driver's license 1 
Total 56 
Game confiscated as result of arrests: 
Raccoon 5 
Beaver 1 
Cottontail 5 
Pheasants 9 
Fines 
Costs 
Liquidated damages 
$2,775.00 
400.00 
475.00 
Money to Game Fund for 
fur sold 
TOTAL 
143.00 
$3,793.00 
$3 ,650 .00 
143.00 
$37,793.00 
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B U D G E T  A N D  F I S C A L  
T h e  B u d g e t  a n d  F i s c i i l  D i v i s i o n  i n c l u d e s  f o u r  s e c t i o µ s :  ( 1 )  P e r m i t s ,  w h i c h  e n c o m p a s s e ~  
t h e  f i s c a l  a d m i n i s t : r ; a t i o n  o f ·  i s s u i n g  b o a t i n g  c e ~ i f i c a t e s ,  o p e r a t i n g . o f  t h e  C u s t o m e r  S e r v i c e  C e n t e r  
i n  t h e  L i n c o l n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  b u i l d i n g ,  A c c o u n t s  R e c e i v a b l e  a n d  P e r m i t s  A c c o u n t i n g  D e p a r t m e n t s ;  
·  ( 2 )  F i s c a l  A c c o u n t i n g ,  w h i c h  p r e p a r e s  a l l  v o u c h e r  p a y m e n t s  f o r  t h e  a g e n c y  a n d  i n a i n t a i n . s  v a r i o u s  
f i l e s  a n d  r e P , o r t s  c o n n e c t e d .  w i t h  t h e  f i s c a l  ·a c o u n t i n g  o f  a l l  e x p e n l l i t u r e s  f o r  t h e  a g e n c y ;  ( 3 )  .  
A u d i t s  a n d  C o s t  C e n t e r  A c c o u n t i n g ,  w h j c h ·  e n c o m p a s s e s  a u d i t s  o f  a l l  P .o l t t i c a l  s u b - d t v i s i o n s  a n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  A r e a  C o s t  C e n t e r  E x p e n d i t u r e  A c c o u n t i n g ;  t 4 )  B u d g e t  S e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  p r e p a r -
a t i o n  a n d  d a i l y  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  b u d g e t  a r i d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n v e s t m e n t  
o f  f u n d s o  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  a l l  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  
C h i e f a n d  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f .  
M a j o r  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  B u d g e t  a n d  F i s c a l  D i v i s i o n  i n c l u d e :  ( 1 )  m a i n t a i n i n g  a l l  f i s c a l  
r e c o r d s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  l a w s ;  ( 2 )  m a i n t a i n i n g  a r e a  c o s t  a c c o u n t i n g  o n  
i n c o m e  a n d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  i n t e r n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  ( 3 )  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  f i s c a l  o p e r a -
t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s ;  (  4 )  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  f i s c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  i s s u i n g  S t a t e  B o a t i n g  
C e r t i f i c a t e s ;  ( 5 )  i s s u i n g  a l l  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  p e r m i t s  t o  v e n d o r  a c c o u n t s ;  ( 6 )  r e c e i v i n g ,  d e p o s i -
t i n g ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a c c o u n t s  r e c e i v a b l e  r e c o r d s  o n  a l l  f u n d s  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ;  ( 7 )  
p r e p a r i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  a n n u a l  b u d g e t s ;  ( 8 )  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  
f i s c a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  b u d g e t s ;  ( 9 )  p e r f o r m i n g  a u d i t s  o f  f e d e r a l  p r o g r a m s  r e l a t i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
s u b - d i v i s i o n s ;  ( 1 0 )  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a n  i n t e r n a l  p r o g r a m  o f  f o r m s  c o n t r o l ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
f o r m s  a n d  d e f i n f o g  t h e i r  p u r p o s e ,  u s e ,  a n d  r e t e n t i o n ,  a n d  ( 1 1 )  p e r f o r m f o g  o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
f u n c t i o n s  a s  a s s i g n e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  D i r e c t o r  a n d / o r  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r s o  
M a j o r  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  1 9 7 8 .  
A  C o m p u t e r  S y s t e m  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e r m i t  v e n d o r  a c c o u n t i n g  b e c a m e  o p e r a t i v e  a n d  i s  f u n c -
t i o n i n g  a d m i r a b l y  o  
L e g i s l a t i o n  w a s  p a s s e d  w h i c h ,  e f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  4 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  w i l l  a l l o w  o u r  a g e n c y  t o  b o n d  a l l  
p e r m i t  v e n d o r  a g e n t s  u n d e r  t h e  b l a n k e t  b o n d  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t o  p a y  t h e  b o n d  p r e m i u m  f o r  a l l  
v e n d o r s .  
E f f e c t i v e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 7 9  t h e  R e g i s t e r i n g  o f  p o w e r e d  b o a t s  a n d  I s s u i n g  o f  b o a t  c e r t i f i -
c a t e s  w i l l  b e  h a n d l e d  b y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  C o u n t y  T r e a s u r e r  r a t h e r  t h e n  f r o m  t h e  N e b r a s k a  G a m e  
a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e  i n  L i n c o l n .  D u r i n g  1 9 7 8  i n s t r u c t i o n  m a n u a l s  a n d  r e p o r t  
f o r m s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  s e v e r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t y  t r e a -
s u r e r s  t o  e f f e c t  t h i s  c h a n g e .  
T h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  p u r c h a s i n g ,  a g e n c y  i n v e n t o r i e s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a u d i t  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  
a g e n c y  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  B u d g e t  a n d  F i s c a l  D i v i s i o n  t o  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D i v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  a g e n c y . ,  
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
January 1, 1978 - Cash and General Fund Appropriations on Hand: 
Game Fund 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Nebraska Habitat Cash Fund 
Cash Gifts 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
Various Federal Funds 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Total Agency Operational Costs - General Fund 
Capital Construction Funds 
Total Cash and General Fund Appropriations 
on hand January 1978 
Cash Revenue and Appropriations Received During 1978: 
Game Fund 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Nebraska Habitat Cash Fund 
Cash Gifts 
Niobrara State Park Cash Fund 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
Various Federal Funds 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Total Agency Operational Appropriation 
Deficit Appropriation L.B. 924 and 945 
General Fund - New 
Less Amounts Lapsed 
Capital Construction Funds 
Deficit Capital Appropriation L.B. 924 
General Fund - New 
Less Amounts Lapsed 
11,788.00 
5,129,432.00 
(37,286.80) 
29,000.00 
1,971,060.00 
(2.68) 
Total Cash Revenue Received and General 
Fund Appropriation Available During 1978 
Total Expended by Fund Type: 
Game Fund 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Nebraska Habitat Cash Fund 
Cash Gifts 
Niobrara State Park Cash Fund 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
Various Federal Funds 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Total Agency Operational Cost - General Fund 
Capital Construction Funds 
Total Agency Expenditures During 1978 
January 1, 1979 - Cash and General Fund Appropriations on Hand: 
Game Cash 
State Park Facilities Cash Fund 
Nebraska Habitat Cash Fund 
11 
1,188,641.82 
532,049.02 
719,579.97 
153,192.64 
726.78 
107,074.91 
347,443 .06 
1,963;081.66 
3,874,338.91 
5,712,334.89 
1,776,345.61 
1,457,849.77 
271,963.71 
683,814.69 
7,688.66 
599,992.42 
3,464,842.76 
5,103,933.20 
2,000,057.32 
5,977,952.72 
1,075,554.09 
1,040,724.33 
281,428.57 
.00 
77.35 
661,360.91 
3,365,130.85 
4,733,090.36 
2,154,011.18 
923,023.99 
1,232,840.54 
1,136,705.41 
8,886,128.77 
21,078,823.03 
19,289,330.36 
Cash Gifts 
Niobrara State Park Cash Fund 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
Various Federal Funds 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Total Agency Operational Cost - General Fund 
Capital Construction Funds 
Total Cash and General Fund Appropriations 
on hand January 1, 1979 
STATE GAME FUND INCOME 
Hunting Activities 
Fishing Activities 
Federal Reimbursements 
Nebraskaland Magazine 
Subscriptions 
Calendars, books, slides, etc . 
Sale of Surplus Property 
Land Lease and Crop Income 
Boating Permits 
Incidentals 
Liquidated Damage/Property Damage 
Interest Earned - Investments 
Cash Gifts 
Insurance Claims 
Total Game Cash Fund Income 
STATE PARK CASH FUND INCOME 
Source 
Park Entry Permits 
Ice Fishing Shelters 
Property Damage 
Interest Earned - Investments 
Camping Fees, Cabin Lots, Etc, 
Rent of Cabins 
Concession Leases and Sales by Lease 
Incidentals 
Swimming Pool Admission 
Entrance Admission - Arbor Lodge 
Rent of Recreational Equipment 
Concession Sales, Agency Facilities 
Cafe - Fort Robinson 
Sale of Surplus Property 
Federal Reimbursements 
Total Park Cash Fund Income 
287,638.62 
12 
143,727.78 
683,814.69 
8,338.09 
45,706.42 
447,154.97 
2,333,924.50 
3,720,385.05 
2,042,880.73 
1,612,639.32 
1,201,650.56 
305,563.76 
15,466.55 
59,519.24 
117,328.25 
244,554.00 
4,793 .81 
19,355.40 
88,262 .14 
65.00 
256.13 
856,532.50 
170.00 
475.00 
58,299.27 
170,494.54 
134,755.12 
22,047.48 
3,300.67 
15,831.18 
15,701.98 
56,343.18 
46,174.27 
122,147.99 
6,761.56 
267,310 .87 
10,675,621.44 
5,712,334.89 
1,776,345.61 
STATE PARK CASH FUND INCOME 
By Areas 
Arbor Lodge 
Ash Hollow State Historical Park 
Branched Oak 
Buffalo Bill's Rest Ranch 
Chadron State Park 
Enders Lake 
Fort Kearny 
Fort Robinson 
Fremont 
Indian Cave State Park 
Johnson Lake Special Use Area 
Kearney County Recreation Area 
Lake Mcconaughy 
Lake Minatare 
Lewis and Clark 
Louisville Recreational Area 
Medicine Creek 
Merritt Reservoir 
Morman Island State Wayside Area 
Niobrara State Park 
Ponca State Park 
Red Willow 
Sherman Reservoir 
Swanson Reservoir 
Two Rivers Recreation Area 
Victoria Springs 
Windmill Sta1ie Wayside Area 
Miscellaneous Areas 
Sub-Total Income by Areas 
Federal Reimbursements 
Park Entry Permits 
Other Non-Area Income , interest, 
Sales Tax Collected and Paid 
to Revenue 
Total State Park Cash Fund Income 
SPECIAL CASH FUNDS 
Source 
Nebraska Habitat Cash Fund 
Habitat Stamps - 149,548 @$7 .50 
Interest Earned - Investments 
Federal Reimbursement 
Incidentals 
Cash Gifts 
Donations 
Interest Earned - Investments 
Niobrara State Park Cash Fund 
Federal Reimbursement 
Interest Earned - Investment 
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18,663.92 
1,116.88 
1,872.00 
5,900 .70 
47,745.02 
14.60 
2,126.87 
269,730.27 
21,537.62 
4,464.08 
15,877.88 
6,204.04 
33,217.22 
1,438.70 
2,417.23 
9,989.93 
1,428.07 
738.34 
16,001.87 
16,119.09 
57,910.81 
1,199.98 
5,508.34 
632.76 
17,569.97 
4,651.51 
16,571.35 
3,585.12 
1,121,610.00 
65,670 .70 
266,656.59 
3,912.48 
257,250.00 
14,713.71 
650,000.00 
33,814.69 
584,234.17 
267,310.87 
856,532.50 
68,268.07 
1,776,345.61 
1,457,849.77 
271,963 .71 
683,814.69 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
70% of fee less issuing fee 
Interest Earned - Investments 
Land and Water Conservation Cash Fund 
Various Federal Funds 
Total Cash Income Received During 1978 
1978 EXPENDITURES 
Purpose of Expenditures - Operational Costs 
Program: 324 - Nebraska Snowmobile 
Nebraska Snowmobile Cash Fund 
Program: 325 - Boating Administration, 
Education and Enforcement 
Game Cash 
Federal Boat Fund · 4332 
Program: 330 - Habitat Development 
Game Cash Funds 
Habitat Cash Funds 
Program: 336 - Wildlife Conservation, 
Enforcement, Promotion and Development 
Sub-Program - 01 - Enforcement 
Sub-Program - 02 - Information and Education 
Sub-Program - 04 - Game 
Sub-Program - 05 - Fish 
Sub-Program - 06 - Resource Services 
Game Cash Funds 
General Fund 
Federal Funds 
Program: 337 - Agency Administration 
Game Cash Fund 
General Fund 
Program: 549 - Parks Administration, 
Enforcement and Operation 
General Fund 
Park Cash1Fund 
Federal Funds 
Program: 550 -'Federal Aid and Planning Functions 
General Funds 
Game Cash Funds 
Federal Funds 
14 
7,298.03 
390.63 
181,842.02 
63,434.69 
158,805.36 
418,132.27 
1,022,601.08 
1,028.943.81 
578,958.61 
1,233,362.20 
741,290.12 
703,348.83 
234,746.75 
2,449,572.29 
917,536.36 
38,814.59 
238,256 .21 
40,620.63 
7,803.48 
7,688.66 
3,464,842.76 
599,992.42 
13,974,832.51 
77.35 
245,276.71 
576,937.63 
4,605,155.82 
4,353,590.58 
133,132.82 
118,432.42 
938,095.58 
3,405,923.24 
286,680.32 
Program: 617 - Engineering and Area Maintenance 
General Fund 
Game Cash Funds 
Park Cash Funds 
Federal Funds 
Program: 667 - CET A Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act 
Federal Funds 
Program: 668 - Public Works Act 
Federal Funds 
Total Expenditures, Operational Costs 
15 
1,677,382.29 
136,566.31 
21,308.31 
(84.83) 
497,829 .79 
1,573.74 
1,835,172.08 
497,829.79 
1,573.74 
12,392,722.26 
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ENGINEERING DIVISION 
The Engineering Division functions as a support service organization with act1v1t1es 
directed primarily to.ward tapital ·Improvement development, Both long and short range pro-
gramming for budgeting, feasibmty studies, detailed planning, charts, drawings, cost estimates, 
specifications, surveying and · field engineering supervision of contract copstructipn are per-
formed, Assistance is also provided for cl ient division operations and maintenance ahd for force ,, 
-acc9u_nt ~onstruction, 
A complete review of all design plans nd specifications for 104 Heritage Conservation 
Recreation Service land and water f und fi nanced projects was conducted to insure adequacy and 
statutory compliance, particularly for the handicapped, Preliminary site investigations and sur-
vey charts, graphs, models and miscellaneous drawings for administration and other divisions 
were prepared, A brief summary of activities by areas include: 
ASH HOLLOW STATE HISTORICAL PARK (Lewellen): Visitors Center completed, 
BRANCHED OAK STATE RECREATION AREA {Raymond): Grading, planting and 
surfacing of modern campground nearing completion by Operations and Construction Division; 
consultant designing support facilities, 
BRIDGEPORT STATE RECREATION AREA: Sanitary trailer dump station under 
design; includes easement and cooperative use of city utilities, 
BU FFALO BILL'S RANCH STATE HISTORICAL PARK (North Platte): Restor-
ation work on barn completed by Operations & Construction Division; Assistant Superinten-
dent's resident relocated . 
CATTAIL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (Alda): Boundary survey, 
CENTRAL OFFICE HEADQUARTERS (Lincoln): Repaired entrance steps; designed 
auxiliary garage heating and water pumping system, 
CHADRON STATE PARK: Water main replacement completed, 
CORNHUSKER FARM HEADQUARTERS (Grand Island): Installed new carpeting in 
residence,. 
FO RT ATKINSON STATE HISTORICAL PARK (Fort Calhoun): Phase 11 of barracks 
reconstruction underway , basic log erection nearly completed by force account, 
FORT KEARNY STATE HISTORICAL PARK (Newark): New heating - air cond itioning 
unit installed in visitor's center. 
FORT ROBINSON STATE PARK (Crawford): New enclosed swimming pool - bath 
house nearly completed; extensive renovation of interior of park lodge including modern k itchen 
and enlarged publ ic restaurant area; new shower ~ latrine building in camp ground. 
FREMONT STATE RECREATION AREA: Dredging of Victory Lake completed by con-
tract. 
GIF FORD POINT (Bellevue) : Boundary and t ract surveys and placement of property 
markers, 
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GROVE LAKE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (Royal): Consultants have com-
pleted study and are designing complete replacement spillway and sub-surface drainage system. 
GROVE TROUT REARING STATION (Royal): Continuing study and evaluation of 
current facilities for capital improvement program planning. 
HALSEY FOREST: Additional boundary fencing designed and under contract con-
struction to enclose wildlife habitat lands. 
INDIAN CAVE STATE PARK (Barada) : Contracts awarded for electrical distribution 
system and water treatment plant designed by consultants, contracts also awarded for complete 
water distribution system including standpipe water tower, 
KEARNEY COUNTY STATE RECREATION AREA (Newark): Property survey of 
abandoned railroad property adjacent. 
LAKE McCONAUGHY (Ogallala): Lot survey completed on South shore; water wells 
and hand pumps completed by contract. 
MALONEY RESERVOIR STATE RECREATION AREA (North Platte): Water wells and 
hand pumps designed ready for bid letting. 
MEMPHIS STATE RECREATION AREA: A cross section survey of the lake completed; 
sanitary trailer dump station designed ready for contract bid letting, 
MERRITT RESERVOIR STATE RECREATION AREA (Valentine): San itary trailer 
dump station designed ready for bid letting. 
DISTRICT Ill HEADQUARTERS (Norfolk): Metal maintenance build ing completed 
by contract; sidewalks and concrete repairs completed; supplemental electric heaters installed. 
NORTH PLATTE FISH HATCHERY: Consultant employed to study and design pro-
duction pond development including water supply; hatch house rewired and water supply piping 
renovated. 
PINTAIL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (Aurora): Boundary and tract survey 
and placement of property markers. 
OSAGE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (Tecumseh) : Residences rewired and insu-
lated; shop wired and heating installed; new water well and water system for south residence; 
working with S.C.S. for design of farm pond .. 
PRESSEY WI LOLI FE MANAGEMENT AREA (Oconto): Latri ne bu ild ing, new water 
well and pump and renovation of existing shelter completed by contract. 
RED WILLOW RESERVOIR STATE RECREATION AREA (McCook): Consultant 
employed to design recreational development to include modern campground . 
ROCK CREEK FISH HATCHERY (Parks): Contract work underway to install aera-
tion system, gravity flow well development and associated distribution pip ing; continu ing study 
and evaluation of current facilit ies for capital improvement program planning. 
SCHRAMM PARK RECREATION AREA (Gretna): AK-SAR-BEN Aquarium nearing 
completion; aquarium supervisor's residence under construction; adi rondack shelters and 
latrine bu i Id ings under construction. 
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SHERMAN RESERVOIR STATE RECREATION AREA (Loup City) : San itary trailer 
dump station designed ready for contract bid letting, 
SMITH LAKE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (RushvHle) : New water wel l and hand 
pump completed. 
STATE FAIRGROUNDS: New aquarium build ing and large outside fish d isplay tank and 
archery-rifle range built by Operations and Construction in cooperation with the Penal Complex 
and Southeast Community College, 
SWANSON RESERVOIR STATE RECREATION AREA (Trenton): 
employed to design recreational development to include modem campgrnund , 
Consultant 
VICTORIA SPRINGS STATE RECREATION AREA (Anselmo): Designing replacement 
we!! and water system and new shower latrine bu ild ing; electrical out lets added to campground, 
VALENTINE FISH HATCHERY: Studying feasibmty of using water retardation struc-
tures in Fishberry and Government Canyons - report being prepared by North Central Resource 
Conservation and Development; continuing study and evaluat ion of current fac ilities for capital 
improvement program planning. 
WINDMILL STATE RECREATION AREA (Gibbon) : Plans are completed for a new 
maintenance building. 
YANKEE HILL WILDLIFE MANAGEM ENT AREA (Denton): Electrical heating and 
air-cond itioning improvements to residence completed by cont ract, 
Extensive spring floods caused considerable damage to areas adjacent t o the Elkhorn and 
Platte Rivers, Combined damage repair at Dead Timber State Recreation Area, Fremont State 
Recreation Area, Louisville State Recreation Area, Niobrara Stat e Park, Plattsmouth Wildl ife 
Management Area, and Two Rivers State Recreation Area ind uded pri marily roads, dikes, 
structures and silt removal and was contracted for nearly $175,000,00, This was funded by an 
emergency appropriation (P.L 965) and has been completed .. 
Work has continued under the Deferred Build ing Renewal Act (L B, 309), Among 
projects completed are cabin renovation at Chadron State Park, renovation of brick masonry 
wal!s and mansio n insul tation at Arbor Lodge, a new natural gas d istribution system at Ponca 
State Park, and remodeling of t he Superi ntendent's residence at Schramm Park, Cabins, brick 
and adobe officer's quarters, and the Park Lodge at Fort Robinson State Park have been 
extensively renovated, Plans are underway fo r badly needed water main repairs at Chadron 
State Park, The roof on the blacksmith shop at Fort Kearny is being renovated . Plans are 
being made for renovation of the Carriage House and addit ional worrk on the mansion at Arbor 
Lodge, 
Construction staking, inspection and coord ination was perfo rmed on a!I contracted 
projects. Additional engineering services for numerous area developments on access roads, 
parking lots, small dams and other erosion contro l facmties and ot her miscellaneous work were 
furn ished " Prior to acceptance of contract work, final inspections were made, 
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FISHERIES DIVISION 
Fisheries Division has primary responsibility for maintenance, development and regulations on use of 
renewable fisheries resources through five sections: administration, management, production, research, and 
the fine new Aquarium Center. 
The Administrative Section plans, organizes, directs and controls approved programs, policies and 
operational procedures of the division. Special permits issued during 1979 include: Missouri River Commer-
cial Fishing 255; Bait Vendors 215; Non-resident Fish Dealer 6; Commercial Put-and Take 4; and Private 
Fish Culturist 28. 
Fish Management 
The Fish Management Section's major assignments are perpetuation and development of Nebraska's 
renewable aquatic resources. This entails management of all public lakes (totaling over 130,000 surface 
acres) and all streams (10,768 productive miles). 
Fish Population Surveys 
Surveys were conducted on 54 lakes and reservoirs to determine species distribution, relative abun-
dance, sizes, growth rates, survival of stocked fish, opportunities for habitat improvement, evaluation of 
management techniques, to assess winterkill and to provide a basis for regulation and need for the fish 
stocking. Some 13 streams were surveyed to collect information on relative abundance of desirable fish, 
stocking survival and projected influence of proposed water development projects on existing fish popula-
tions and to update the state's stream inventory. 
Renovations 
Complete renovation is a chemical treatment used when fish populations are primarily composed of 
undesirable species and where good control of reinfestation of undesirable fish is possible. During 1979, 
fishery personnel participated in the renovation of 14 private farm ponds and 6 public lakes. In addition, 
one stream was renovated prior to impoundment of a NRD lake. 
Habitat Improvement 
Habitat improvement in lakes included maintenance of the existing aeration systems to prevent 
winterkill in six lakes at Fremont; at the Long Lake State Recreation Area in Brown County; at Smith Lake 
in Sheridan County, and at the Victoria Springs Lake in Custer County. 
YCC personnel were utilized to repair stream banks on Pine Creek. They also constructed and inplaced 
fish reefs/ attractors in Fremont No. 9 and 20W, Yankee Hill, Oak Creek lA, and Burchard Lake. Local cub 
and boy scouts, in addition to local bass clubs, were worked with in placing habitat structures in Skyview, 
Branched Oak, and Alexander Lakes. 
Fish Tagging 
Marking and tagging of fish helps determine stocking survival, annual mortality, and behavior of game 
fish. During the year, 14,065 fish were marked or tagged to determine harvest rates, stocking survival, 
movement, and other pertinent information. Techniques used were primarily the disc dangler tag and 
fluorescent dye marking. 
Species involved included 2,184 channel catfish in the Middle Loup River and Niobrara Rivers, large-
mouth bass at Merritt Reservoir, channel catfish at Hul Lake and Victoria Springs Lake, rainbow trout in 
Boardman Creek and the upper Snake River. Lake Ogallala received 2,114 tagged rainbow trout. 
Fish Culture 
District personnel assisted the state hatcheries with rainbow trout, northern pike, bluegill, walleye, 
striped bass, and walleye spawn taking. The federal hatch~ry at Gavins Point also received assistance in 
collecting spawners for its operation. 
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Fish Stocked 
Numerous species were stocked throughout the state. By district, the total number of fish planted 
included: District I - 577,437; District II - 1,250,701; District III - 413,802; District IV - 767,309; and 
District V - 365,756. 
Fish Salvaged 
Approximately 117,237 channel catfish, 4 7 4 flatheads, 188 largemouth bass and 72 walleye were 
salvaged for restocking from irrigation canals. In addition, 5,858 northern pike, 2,100 channel catfish, and 
230 largemouth bass were salvaged from various locations and restocked. 
Introductions 
Gizzard shad put in Box Butte Reservoir; muskellunge in Wats Lake; and striped bass in Lewis & Clark 
Lake. 
Creel Census 
Creel data was taken on Nine Mile, Red Willow, Tub Springs, Gavins Tailwaters, Lake McConaughy, 
and Lake Ogallala. 
New Waters 
Christopher Cove (40 acres east of Columbus) was part of a new housing development. Elwood Reser~ 
voir (1,200 acres and Oak Creek lA (103 acres) should be a big asset to Nebraska anglers. 
Aquatic Vegetation Control 
Chemical control of aquatic vegetation is often necessart at heavily used areas to provide for shore 
fishermen access, improved boating and swimming conditions, and to improve fish habitat. During 1978, 
Gilbert-Baker, Carter P. Johnson, Cottonwood Lake, Hull, Victoria Springs, Pibel, Schuyler City, Skyview, 
Arnold State, Wilson 2X, and, Papio No. 16 lakes were treated by management personnel. Two private lakes 
(Kiwanis and Boys Town) near Omaha also received treatment measures. Several Lakes in which white amur 
have been stocked are also being monitored for changes in vegetation. 
Technical Assistance to Private Pond Owners 
Approximately 150 farm ponds were checked during 1978 for the following purposes: management 
recommendations, wiriterkill, surveys, renovations, and stocking. 
Special Studies 
Vegetation samples, zooplankton samples and a general fish survey were conducted on Wilson 2X 
throughout the summer to determine any changes occurring before and after the grass carp (white amur) 
introduction. 
Walleye fingerling versus fry advantages a disadvantage in Conestoga and Bluestem. 
Evaluated the retention capabilities of single and double throated frame nets on bluegill. 
Other Activities 
In carrying out their normal duties management personnel spent considerable time presenting pro-
grams, attending meetings pertaining to Commission business, assisting other divisions writing reports and 
articles, reconnoitering potential habitat areas, and conducting public relations. 
Fish and Wildlife Specialist 
Work continued on evaluating instream flow needs for major streams of the State. Water surface 
profile (WSP) methodology has been used to obtain high, low, and medium datum for representative 
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streams in 8 water basins. Of utmost importance was the agreement of the Bureau of Reclamation to utilize 
WSP to access the impact of the North Loup Project on downstream flows in the North Loup River. Field 
data is to be gathered in 1979. 
Ongoing Corp of Engineers projects and proposals required cc;msiderable input. These included Section 
32 streambank stabilization, which is adding different types of structures rather than the typical ones 
commonly seen on the Missouri River. On November 10, 1978, the reach of this river from Gavins Point 
Dam, South Dakota fifty-nine miles downstream to Ponca State Park, Nebraska was designated a recrea-
tional river under PL 95-625 of the 95th Congress. A federal agency is to be appointed the lead agency to 
develop a master plan by November of 1979. If this deadline is met, funding can be expected as early as 
1981. The notched dike study, which offers potential for replacing habitat diversity lost through channeli-
zation, was completed. A final report is to be written by the National Stream Alternation Team of the 
Department of The Interior in Columbia, Missouri. Input on the Corp of Engineers mitigation program was 
continued during 1978 and 10% of 100 sites were evaluated using the HEP (habitat evaluation process) 
analysis during field reconnaissance. 
Numerous state and federal permits relating to proposed resource development projects were reviewed 
and commented on. These permits included Section 10 and 404 permits administered by the Corp of 
Engineers and 108 permits issued by the Department of Water Resources. Sutherland 316A and B waivers 
and A-95 reviews on waste water treatment facilities were also reviewed and comments issued wherever it 
was deemed necessary. Review of National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits was 
carried out and numerous permit modifications are foreseen for 1979. Planning study reports involving road 
constructions were reviewed and commented on. 
A one year variance was granted by DEC to NPPD to continue operating Spencer Hydro Dam on the 
Niobrara Rver as they have been in the past. 
A total of four fish kills were reported and investigated during t he year . An estimated 20,841 fish in 
addition to thousands of cyprinids and gizzard shad were killed , Investigations included three streams and 
one sandpit. The major kill of the year involved dewatering of the Republican River in Furnas and Harlan 
Counties. A second unusual kill occurred below Gavins Point Dam when all the gates were spilling except 
number 5. Drum were coming from the lake at a depth of 27 feet, passing through the spillway gates and 
ending up on the surface. A pressure change of this depth involved an instantaneous pressure of 1L97 lbs/in 
which the gas bladder could not compensate for, resulting in expansfon of the gas in the gas bladder, 
rupture of the gas bladder and eventually death. 
FISH PRODUCTION SECTION 
The Fi.sh Production Section of the Fisheries Division is charged with the responsibility of producing 
or procuring fish to stock Nebraska waters as requested by Fhhery Management Section. The Production 
program endeavors to furnish the species, number and size of fish desired for stocking through state hat-
chery production, coordination of U.S ,F .W.S. hatchery production, and/or trades with other states. Five 
production units were operated through 1978 with 21 permanent employees, assisted by seasonal tempor-
ary persons. Four major hatcheries, located throughout northern and western Nebraska, supplied 17 species 
of fish for stocking programs during this year . Three of those facilities are primarily responsible for provid-
ing coldwater species, namely trout, while the other two facilities are totally warmwater stations. 
In addition to largemouth bass, bluegill and yellow perch production, the Valentine Hatchery con-
ducts the northern pike spawning in coopration with the U .S"F ,W. Service and management personnel. 
Recent egg takes approximately 30 million annually , The North Platte Hatchery engages in striped bass, 
northern pike, and walleye fingerling, as well as channel catfish fingerling and intermediate size production. 
Rock Creek Fish Hatchery, near Parks, hatches all of Nebraska's trout, both domestic stock for catchable 
size, and completes the hatching of wild stock, as well as produces significant quantities of warmwater 
species - · rock bass, largemouth bass, etc. The Grove Rearing Station, near Royal, rears fingerling trout to 
catchable size for put and take fisheries and is responsible for the majority of large trout distribution. One 
hatchery biologist is responsible for the overall health status and federal disease certifications, various 
hatchery development techniques, and assists with numerous other projects. He supervises the Lewellen 
Weir operation of collection of wild trout spawners and egg takes. 
All hatcheries function as public use facilities, receiving considerable visitation. School groups are very 
noticeable during the early spring. A season aquarium is operated at the ValentJne Hatchery May through 
September, and attracts approximately 10,000 visitors yearly , 
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C a t c h a b l e  t r o u t  p r o d u c e d  a r e  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  u s e d  a t  t h e  T w o  R i v e r s  S R A  p u t  a n d  t a k e  t r o u t  l a k e .  
T h e  t r o u t  l a k e  o p e r a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  n u m e r o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h i s  y e a r  b e c a u s e  o f  a  l a t e  o p e n i n g ,  n e c e s s i t a t e d  
b y  s e v e r e  f l o o d i n g ,  r e d u c e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  u s e r s  a n d  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  p r o b l e m s  d u r i n g  l a t e  s u m m e r .  N e v e r -
t h e l e s s ,  a  t o t a l  o f  1 0 1 , 8 2 4  l i v e  t r o u t  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  a n d  s t o c k e d  i n t o  t h i s  f i v e  a c r e  l a k e .  T h e  e x c e s s  t r o u t  
p r o g r a m m e d  a n d  r e a r e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  w e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  h i g h  u s e  t r o u t  f i s h e r i e s  o f  L a k e  O g a l l a l a ,  
L a k e  M c c o n a u g h y ,  C r a w f o r d  a n d  C h a d r o n  S t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s ,  a n d  R o c k  C r e e k  S t a t e  L a k e .  T h e  p r o -
g r a m m e d  V e r d i g r e  C r e e k  c a t c h a b l e  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s c h e d u l e .  P r o d u c t i o n  o f  
w i l d  t r o u t  f i n g e r l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a l s o  d u r i n g  1 9 7 8 ,  p r i m a r i l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  s p a w n e r  t r o u t  a v a i l a b i l -
i t y  a n d  q u a l i t y  r e s u l t i n g  i n  r e d u c e d  n u m b e r s  o f  e g g  t a k e  a n d  p o o r e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e  h a t c h e s .  
P r o d u c t i o n  o f  w a r m w a t e r  s p e c i e s  w a s  t e r m e d  n o r m a l  t o  a b o v e  a v e r a g e  f o r  m o s t  a l l  s p e c i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  n o r m a l  s p e c i e s  p r o d u c e d  a n d  r e a r e d ,  N e b r a s k a  u n d e r t o o k  a  n e w  p r o g r a m  o f  m u s k e l l u n g e  c u l t u r e .  
D u r i n g  1 9 7 8  s o m e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  
a m o u n t  o f  p l a n n i n g  a n d  d e s i g n i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  A  m a j o r  r e n o v a t i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
w a t e r  s u p p l y  s y s t e m  a t  t h e  R o c k  C r e e k  H a t c h e r y  w a s  p u t  u n d e r  i n i t i a l  p h a s e s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  H o p e f u l l y ,  
p h a s e s  o n e  a n d  t w o  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c a n  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r d  a n d  
f o u r t h  c o m p l e t i n g  p h a s e s  o f  t h i s  r e p a i r  a n d  r e f u r b i s h i n g  p r o j e c t .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  c a p a b l e  o f  
p r o d u c i n g  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h  a t  t h e  N o r t h  P l a t t e  S t a t e  F i s h  H a t c h e r y  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p r o g r a m m e d  s u c h  
t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a y  b e  c o m m e n c e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e s  s u m m a r i z e  t h e  f i s h  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  h a n d l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  F i s h e r i e s  D i v i s i o n  
f i s h  s t o c k i n g  p r o g r a m s  f o r  1 9 7 8 .  
F i s h  P r o d u c e d  a n d  S t o c k e d  i n  N e b r a s k a  W a t e r s :  
C o l d w a t e r  
W i l d  S t r a i n  R a i n b o w  
D o m e s t i c  R a i n b o w  
W a r m w a t e r  
N o r t h e r n  P i k e  
W a l l e y e  
S t r i p e d  B a s s  
S m a l l m o u t h  B a s s  
L a r g e m o u t h  B a s s  
B l u e g i l l  
R o c k  B a s s  
C r a p p i e  
Y e t o w  P e r c h  
M u s k e U u n g e  
C .  C a t f i s h  
W h i t e  A m u r  
F a t h e a d  M i n n o w s  
F g l .  
1 1 4 , 8 3 6  
3 5 , 2 8 2  
1 5 0 , 1 1 8  
3 0 7 , 6 7 5  
2 6 5 , 0 0 0  
2 3 2 , 0 1 4  
3 0 , 7 3 0  
3 4 1 , 8 0 0  
4 8 2 , 9 6 5  
1 3 , 2 0 0  
5 2 , 9 6 6  
4 6 , 0 5 4  
2 0 , 3 5 4  
1 , 7 9 2 , 7 5 8  
f u v e n t . o r y  o f  F i s h  o n  H a n d ,  1  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 9 :  
S p e c i e s  
F a l l  R a i n b o w  T r o u t  
D o m e s t i c  R B T  
C h a n n e l  C a t f i s h  
W h i t e  A m u r  
V a r i o u s  B r o o d  S t o c k s  
1 4 3 , 1 6 7  
l n t e r m e d .  
5 , 5 0 0  
9 7  
5 4 , 3 0 7  
6 5 0  
6 0 , 5 4 4  
I n t . e n n e d .  
4 , 3 0 9  
1 5 1 , 4 6 0  
1 , 2 5 0  
2 2  
A d u l t  
1 8 6 , 0 5 6  
1 8 6 , 0 5 6  
6 9 , 7 5 0  
6 9 , 7 5 0  
A d u l t  
P o u n d s  
1 9 6  
8 5 , 6 4 8  
8 5 , 8 4 4  
Fish Received From Other States and Federal Hatcheries For Rearing And/Or Stocked are Summarized 
Below: 
Species Fry FGL Intermediate Adult 
Striped Bass 1,500,000 
Rainbow Trout 17,343 21,801 
Brown Trout 76,970 39,490 37,067 
Brook Trout 100 
Channel Cat 336,000 31,849 
Muskellunge 250,000 (eggs) 
Lake Chubsucker 384 
White Amur 2,500 
Northern Pike 76,960 
Largemouth Bass 64,000 
Walleye 38,000 
Bluegill 70,100 
Channel Catfish 377,490 
Glass Shrimp 2,045 
TOTALS 2,086,000 737,509 57,217 58,968 
Fish Transferred to Other Agencies 
Species 
Northern Pike 
Northern Pike 
Northern Pike 
Walleye 
Walleye 
Walleye 
Walleye 
Walleye 
TOTALS 
Eggs or Fry 
2,540,548 
637,660 
1,498,501 
1,782,000 
5,558,820 
746,625 
792,000 
1,500,000 
15,056,156 
FGL 
218,432 
218,432 
FISHERIES RESEARCH 
Source 
Va. Fish & Game 
Crawford NFH 
Crawford NFH 
Crawford NFH 
Kansas Fish/Game 
Ohio Fish/Game 
Indiana Fish/Game 
Arkansas Fish/Game 
Gavins Point NFH 
Gavins Point NFH 
Gavins Point NFH 
Gavins Point NFH 
Gavins Point NFH 
Missouri Cons. 
Receiving Agency 
Gavins Point NFH 
State of Virginia 
State of Kansas 
State of Virginia 
State of Texas 
State of Arkansas 
Cedar Bluff NFH 
Gavins Point NFH 
The Fisheries Research Section is charged with providing new information and developing new man-
agement techniques for fisheries managers. Toward this end, several projects were continued in 1978 and a 
number of new projects were initiated. The Fisheries Research staff is also expected to provide technical 
assistance to other fishery personnel when needed. 
Through reorganization and relocation of personnel, the research section has expanded its capability. 
The staff now includes eight full time members located in Ogallala (2), Norfolk (2) and Lincoln (4) . This 
reorganization will allow more effective research programs as personnel will be located closer to project 
activities and be in more frequent contact with local management personnel. Personnel changes include the 
resignation of Rod Van Velson, promotion of Gene Zuerlein to Water Resource Analyst, promotion of 
Steve Schainost to Research Biologist, the transfer of Darrell Eichner to Ogallala, and the hiring of Brad 
Newcomb and Kit Hams as Biologist l's. One position remains vacant at this time. 
The publication describing the life history of "The McConaughy Rainbow" was completed. Copies are 
available upon request. 
Work continued on a multi-agency effort to publish the results of a study designed to ascertain the 
effects of heated nuclear power plant effluent on the biota of the Missouri River. Arrangements have been 
made with Bob Kendall, editor of the American Fisheries Society, to include the finished work in a mono-
graph. Writing of the individual chapter has begun. Coordination of this effort is being handled by Larry 
Hesse. 
Field and laboratory work was complted on a project to develop a computerized model of the eutro-
phication process in Lake McConaughy. This project is funded jointly by the Office of Water Research and 
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T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e  N e b r a s k a  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  m o d e l  w ; 1 s  q e v e l o p e d  a s  c o m p l e t e l y  a s  
p o s s i b l e  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  d a t a .  I t  p r o v i d e s  g o o d  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  t h e r m a l  a n d  h y d r o g r a p h i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  L a k e  
M c c o n a u g h y ,  b u t  t h e  c h e m i c a l  c o n s t i t u e n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m o d e l  n e e d s  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  A  f i n a l  p r o j e c t  
r e p o r t  w a s  w r i t t e n  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  b u t  i s  s t i l l  p e n d i n g  a p p r o v a l .  
R e s u l t s  o f  a  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  N i o b r a r a  R i v e r  t o  t h e  M i s s o u r i  
R i v e r - L e w i s  a n d  C l a r k  L a k e  c o m p l e x ,  w e r e  a n a l y z e d  a n d  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  a  r e p o r t  t o  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 7 9 .  
T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  a m e n d e d  t o  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  a n d  i n v e r t e b r a t e  p o p u l a -
t i o n s  o f  t h e  N i o b r a r a  R i v e r .  I n v e r t e b r a t e s  a r e  t h e  m a j o r  f o o d  s o u r c e  f o r  y o u n g  f i s h  a n d  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  i s  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  d e g r a d e d  d u e  t o  t h e  f l u s h i n g  o f  S p e n c e r  D a m .  T h i s  s t u d y  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m a n a g i n g  t h e  N i o b r a r a  a s  a  n u r s e r y  s t r e a m  f o r  L e w i s  a n d  C l a r k  L a k e .  
A  f i n a l  r e p o r t  d e t a i l i n g  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  f i s h e r y  o f  t h e  N o r t h  P l a t t e  R i v e r  a b o v e  t h e  B e l -
m o n t  D i v e r s i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d .  T h e  p l a n  s u g g e s t s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  n o n - m i g r a t o r y  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h  
p o p u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  a n n u a l  s t o c k i n g s .  
A  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  f i s h e r y  w a s  c o n t i n u e d .  A  
c r e e l  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s p o r t  f i s h e r m e n  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  a n d  w i l l  b e  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  M a r c h ,  1 9 7 9 .  A  
s t u d y  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  h o o p  n e t  m e s h  s i z e s  o n  t h e  c a t c h  o f  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h  w a s  c o m p l e t e d .  D u e  t o  l o w  
c a t c h  r a t e s ,  c o n c l u s i o n s  f r o m  t h i s  s t u d y  m a y  b e  i m p o s s i b l e .  F u t u r e  s t u d i e s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
s a m p l i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  l a r v a l  a n d  j u v e n i l e  f i s h e s  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  o f  k e y  s p e c i e s .  
T h e  s t u d y  d e s i g n e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  p r e f e r e n c e  o f  M c c o n a u g h y  a n d  d o m e s -
t i c  s t r a i n  r a i n b o w  t r o u t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d .  A  f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  a s  a  t e c h n i c a l  s e r i e s  a r t i c l e ,  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
l a t e  1 9 7 9  o r  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 .  
A s s e s s i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  o f  v a r i o u s  m a n a g e m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  r e g u l a t o r y  s t r a t e g i e s  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t  
f i s h e r y  p r o b l e m .  T o  a l l o w  a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  b e  m o r e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n d  e x t e n s i v e ,  a  p r o j e c t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  t o  
d e v e l o p  a  c o m p u t e r i z e d  f i s h e r y  p o p u l a t i o n  s i m u l a t o r .  T w o  s i m u l a t o r s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  a r e  p r e s e n t -
l y  o p e r a t i o n a l .  A d d i t i o n a l  t e s t i n g  w i l l  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o d e l s  a n d  t h e i r  u s e  t o  m a n -
a g e m e n t  p e r s o n n e l .  
W o r k  c o n t i n u e d  t o w a r d  t h e  c o m p u t a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  
a n d  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  w a s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  1 9 7 8  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m i s s i n g  f r o m  e a r l i e r  d a t a .  
D a t a  a n a l y s i s  a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  c h a p t e r s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h  1 9 7 9 .  
W o r k  c o n t i n u e d  t o w a r d  s u m m a r i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  w h i t e  p e r c h  d a t a  f r o m  N e b r a s k a  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  
c o m p l e t e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  w h i t e  p e r c h .  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r k  s h o u l d  b e  f i n i s h e d  b y  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 .  
F i e l d  w o r k  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  o n  a  s t u d y  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  b a s e l i n e  d a t a  o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y  r e s o u r c e  o f  t h e  u n c h a n n e l i z e d  a n d  s t a b i l i z e d  M i s s o u r i  R i v e r .  P r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  
s t u d y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t .  T h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  a s  a  t e c h n i c a l  s e r i e s  a r t i c l e  i n  e a r l y  
1 9 8 0 .  
T h e  f i e l d  s e g m e n t  o f  a  p r o j e c t  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  M i s s o u r i  
R i v e r  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h e r y  w a s  c o m p l e t e d .  A  f i n a l  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 7 9 .  
O u r  p o r t i o n  o f  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  s t u d y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  n o t c h e d  d i k e s  o n  t h e  f i s h e r y  o f  t h e  
M i s s o u r i  R i v e r  w a s  c o m p l e t e d .  C o l l e c t e d  d a t a  w a s  s e n t  t o  p r o j e c t  c o o r d i n a t o r s  t o  b e  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  a  f i n a l  
r e p o r t .  
I n  t h e  p a s t  2 5  y e a r s ,  a  l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f  l i m n o l o g i c a  d a t a  h a s  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  L a k e  M c c o n a u g h y .  
T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  c o m p i l e d  i n t o  o n e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e p o r t .  A  p r o j e c t  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  1 9 7 8  
t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  t a s k .  T h e  e n d  p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  i s  t o  b e  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  " T h e  L i m n o l o g y  o f  
L a k e  M c C o n a u g h y " .  
S e v e r a l  n e w  p r o j e c t s  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  l a t e  1 9 7 8  o r  w i l l  b e  i n i t i a t e d  i n  e a r l y  1 9 7 9 .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :  
1 .  E v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a s k e n t h i n e  R e s e r v o i r  f i s h e r y  t o  i n c l u d e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h a r v e s t ,  f i s h i n g  p r e s s u r e ,  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  1 2 "  s i z e  l i m i t  o n  l a r g e m o u t h  b a s s ,  a n d  t h e  n o n - r e t u r n  b i a s  o f  f i s h  t a g s .  
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2. Evaluation of the lake cnubsucker as a forage species for largemouth bass in small ponds or lakes. 
3. Measurement of population density of selected Missouri River species. 
4 . Development of a management plan for selected coldwater streams in northeast Nebraska. 
5. Measurement of key population statistics of Branched Oak Lake Walleye. 
6. Development of a management plan for panfish in southeastern Nebraska impoundments. 
7. Assessment of predatory fish dynamics in Lake Mcconaughy. 
8. Assessment of the forage fish base of Lake McConaughy. 
9. Evaluation of the potential for harvesting commercial species from inland lakes. 
10. The freshwater mussels of Nebraska. 
Research personnel continued to administer the publication of technical series articles. 
A new remote computing facility was installed in 1978. This system has immensely expanded our 
potential for automated processing of fishery data. Efforts are being initiated to create a system that will 
provide analytical procedures useful to all fishery personnel. 
A primary goal of the Fishery Research section is to produce information applicable to fishery man-
agement problems. Toward that end, as much information as possible is published in technical papers and 
reports. The following is a list of articles published in 1978 and those planned in the future. 
COMPLETED IN 1978 
Hesse, L.W., C. Wallace and L. Lehman. 1978. Fishes of the Channelized Missouri. Age-growth, length-frequency, length-
weight, coefficient of condition, catch curves and mortality of 25 species of channelized Missouri River fishes. Nebr. 
Tech. Series No. 4, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln. 61 pp. 
Schainost, S. 1978. Population dynamics of the commercial fishery resource of the unchannelized and stabilized Missouri 
River. PL 88-039 Project No. 2-257-R, Progress Report, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln. 25 pp. 
Van Velson , R.C. 1978. The Mcconaughy Rainbow-life history and a management plan for The North Platte River 
Valley. Nebr. Tech. Series No. 2, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln. 83 pp. 
Van Velson, R.C. 1978. North Platte River fishery investigations. Final Report, D-J project F-12-R. Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, Lincoln. 33 pp. 
TO BE COMPLETED IN 1979 
Hesse, L.W. 1979. The relationship of hoop net mesh size to length frequency of channel and flathead catfish catches. 
Final Report, D-J Project F-15-R, Study I, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln. 
Hesse, L.W. 1979. The influence of tributaries on the Missouri River commercial fishery. Final Report, PL 88-309 Project 
No. 2-283-R. Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln. 
Hesse, L.W., G. Zuerlein, R. Vancil, L. Koziol, B. Newcomb and L. RetelsdorL 1978. Niobrara River-Missouri River fishery 
investigations. Nebr. Tech. Series No. 5, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Lincoln . 
Taylor, M.W. 1979. Modeling the influence of eutrophication on the coldwater fishery habitat of Lake McConaughy, a 
"two-story" reservoir. Completion Report, Project No. C-7205, Office of Water Research and Technology. Washington, 
D.C. 
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FUTURE PUBLICATIONS 
Peterson, J . and M. Taylor. Verification of the Leslie method of population estimation on a large body of water. 
Vancil, R., L. Hesse, G. Zuerlein. Temperature preference and tolerance of McConaughy and domestic strain rainbow trout. 
Schainost, S. Population dynamics of the commercial fishery resource of the unchannelized and stabilized Missouri River. 
Zuerlein, G. The history of white perch in Nebraska. 
Hesse, L. and others. Channel catfish in the channelized and unchannelized Missouri River and its tributaries. 
Taylor, M. and K. Hams. The Limnology of Lake Mcconaughy. 
Taylor, M. A generalized, management-oriented population simulator for inland fisheries. 
Hesse, L. and others. Nuclear power plants and the Missouri River biota. 
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Information and Education has three basic purposes: (1) to communicate with both 
internal and external publics, (2) to develop reciprocal understanding and goodwill with all 
publics regarding arpreciation and utilization of the state's natural resources, and (3) to pro-
vide informational, educational, and support services for Commission activities to carry out 
these gci'als, the division had field representatives stationed at three district offices and main-
tained a metro office in Omaha in addition to the central office staff. 
Central Office 
The Hunter Safety program totaled over 2,000 instructors and nearly 10,000 stu-
dents were certified. Of th~ total students certified, 60% were certified in the fall months. 
Many of the school systems in Nebraska are using hunter safety in their classroom activ-
ities', Instructors were kept informed by the monthly column in "Afield and Afloat". 
Carrying on a vital news program is an important function of the division. Releases 
were geared to local usage on an "affected" area basis, plus statewide, all -media releases on 
items of statewide interest. Numerous personal appearance programs were presented. 
The Art Section provided illustrations for a wide range of purposes, with about 50 
perc~nt of its time devoted to artwork and layout for NEBRASKAland Magazine. This 
includes about three major pieces of art ,per month, plus several small illustrations, as well 
as supervising the complete format of the magazine through all stages of production. The 
section is also responsible for design of other Commission brochures and pamphlets, and 
illustrations for slide shows and television productions. The staff painted showcards and 
signs for use at the State Fair and other events requiring display materials. 
During the year, Publications wrote, edited and supervised production of a variety 
of pamphlets and brochures for other divisions and I & E use, as well as handling dissemin-
ation of news. Some of these publications are done annually, such as the hunting, boating, 
and fishing guides. Others are revised, updated, and reprinted as needed, and still others 
are one-time publications. 
The Commission again published the NEBRASKAland Calendar of Color under an 
agreement with Colonial Press of Omaha, which provided for that company to print and 
distribute the calendars and pay a royalty to the Commission. 
Nebraska Afield & Afloat, the Commission's monthly tabloid went to an average of 
50,000 persons each month, including NEBRASKAland Magazine subscribers, hunter 
safety instructors, barbershops, and the news media. 
NEBRASKAland Magazine published 678 pages in the 12 issues during 1978, includ-
ing a special 100-page Wild Game Cookbook in October. There were 398 pages of four-color 
used, plus about 50 pages using two or three-color in charts or for other purposes. Special 
issues were devoted to trees, vacationing Nebraska, the State Capitol, backpacking, hunting, 
and to regionals on various areas of the state. Subscriptions were on the upswing and print 
orders averaged over 50,000 each month. In addition, advertising:-revenue totaled about 
$20,000. 
In addition to regular content and special issues, NEBRASKAland again doubled as a 
means to produce attractive, full -color brochures at a reduced cost. During the year, six of 
these specials were produced first as part of the magazine, then reprinted as brochures. 
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T h e  P r i n t i n g  S e c t i o n  h a n d l e s  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  a l l  C o m m i s s i o n  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  
d o n e  c o m m e r c i a l l y ,  p l u s  r u n n i n g  l a b e l s  f o r  m a i l i n g  l i s t s  r e t a i n e d  o n  a d d r e s s o g r a p h ,  D u r i n g  
1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  s e c t i .o n  r u n  c l o s e  t o  1 , 5 0 0  j o b s ,  r e q u i r i n g  3 ½  m i l l i o n  s h e e t s  o f  p a p e r .  T h e  M a i l  
S e c t i o n  h a n d l e d  2 9 0 , 6 0 4  p i e c e s  o f  m a i l  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  a n d  p o s t a g e  a m o u n t e d  t o  $ 6 8 , 7 2 1 . 8 4 ,  
p l u s  $ 5 , 8 6 1 . 3 3  f o r  7 3 , 8 2 1  p i e c e s  o f  b u l k  m a i l .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s p e e d  a n d  e c o n o m y ,  t h e  
d i v i s i o n  a g a i n  u s e d  t h e  U n i t e d  P a r c e l  S e r v i c e .  U P S  c h a r g e s  w e r e  $ 9 , 2 2 7 . 6 0  f o r  8 , 6 6 2  p i e c e s .  
S o m e  6 , 2 8 7  r o u t i n e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  
I n  1 9 7 8 ,  s o m e  3 , 3 3 2  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  p h o t o  e x p o s u r e s  a n d  2 0 , 2 1 2  c o l o r  e x p o s u r e s  
w e r e  m a d e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  N E B R A S K A l a n d ,  t h e y  w e r e  u s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  v a r i o u s  C o m m i s -
s i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  s l i d e  s e r i e s  a n d  f o r  r e q u e s t s  f o r  i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  
n u m e r o u s  f i r m s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  f i e l d s .  S o m e  4 3 1  r e q u e s t s  w e r e  
r e c e i v e d  f r o m  C o m m i s s i o n  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  f i l m  a n d  p r i n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  8 7 4  r o l l s  o f  f i l m .  S o m e  
4 6 3  r o l l s  o f  .f i  I m  w e r e  p r o c e s s e d  a n d  1 , 6 8 3  p r i n t s  m a d e  r a n g i n g  f r o m  c o n t a c t  s i z e  t o  1 6  x  
2 0 .  
I n  i t s  2 4 t h  y e a r ,  t h e  O u t d o o r  N e b r a s k a  w e e k l y  r a d i o  p r o g r a m  w a s  b r o a d c a s t  o n  a n  
a v e r a g e  o f  4 3  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  i n  N e b r a s k a ,  I o w a ,  a n d  K a n s a s .  T h e  1 5 - m i n u t e  p r o g r a m  f e a t u r e s  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  C o m m i s s i o n  s t a f f  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  p u b l i c  
a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  c h a n g i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n  m a n a g e m e n t  p r i n c i p l e s .  
T h e  t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  f i l m  u n i t  p r o d u c e d  s p o t  T V  a n d  r a d i o  w h i c h  a i r e d  o n  s t a t i o n s  
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .  V a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  f i l m  w e r e  a l s o  f u r n i s h e d  t o  t h e  O m a h a  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  
N o r t h  P l a t t e  o f f i c e  f o r  p e r s o n n e l  t h e r e  w h o  d i d  b r o a d c a s t s  o v e r  t h e i r  l o c a l  s t a t i o n s .  T h e  
d i v i s i o n  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  a  w e e k l y  " O u t d o o r  N e b r a s k a "  T V  s h o w  o n  t h e  E T V  n e t w o r k .  
A  m a j o r  p r o m o t i o n a l  c a m p a i g n  o n  f i s h i n g  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  t h e m e ,  " F i s h -
i n g ' s  t h e  R E E L  T h i n g " .  P e r m i s s i o n  w a s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  C o c a - C o l a  t o  u s e  t h e i r  m u s i c ,  " I t ' s  
t h e  R e a l  T h i n g " ,  a n d  a  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  s u p p l i m e n t a r y  a d v e r t i s i n g  e f f o r t  w a s  d e v e l o p e d  
w i t h  t h e  N e b r a s k a  C o k e  b o t t l e r s  .  E n t i t l e d  " C a t c h  A  C o k e " ,  i t  i n v o l v e d  r a d i o  s p o t s  a n d  
n e w s p a p e r  a d s  p l a c e d  b y  t h e  B o t t l e r s  p r o m o t i n g  f i s h i n g  a n d  o f f e r i n g  a  f r e e  8 - p a c k  o f  C o k e  
t o  a n y  a n g l e r  w h o  c a u g h t  a  M a s t e r  A n g l e r - s i z e  f i s h .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 , 7 0 0  c o u p o n s  f o r  
f r e e  C o k e  w e r e  a w a r d e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  m a n y  N e b r a s k a  n e w s p a p e r s ,  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  
' , t a t i o n s  c o o p e r a t e d  b y  r u n n i n g  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a d s  o n  t h e  o v e r a l l  c a m p a i g n .  
A n o t h e r  m a j o r  e f f o r t  i n v o l v e d  t h e  S t a t e  F a i r ,  w h e r e  t h e  o l d  s i t e  w a s  r e f u r b i s h e d  a n d  
n e w  d i s p l a y  a r e a s  d e v e l o p e d .  A  c o m p l e t e  d e s i g n  w a s  d o n e  f o r  t h e  a r e a ,  w h i c h  w a s  b e g u n  t h i s  
y e a r  a n d  w i l l  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  A  t e m p o r a r y  a q u a r i u m  f a c i l i t y  
w a s  i n s t a l l e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t e m p o r a r y  H u n t e r  S a f e t y  s h o o t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  P e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  
s h o u l d  b e  i n  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  1 9 7 9  f a i r .  D i v i s i o n  p e r s o n n e l  a g a i n  c o o r d i n a t e d  d i s p l a y s  a t  s e l e c -
t e d  c o u n t y  f a i r s ,  a n d  p r o g r a m s  o n  C o m m i s s i o n - r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  s t a f -
f e r s  a t  a  v a s t  v a r i e t y  o f  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  t o  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  g r o u p s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
D i s t r i c t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
I  &  E  h a d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e r s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e s  i n  A l l i a n c e ,  N o r f o l k ,  
a n d  N o r t h  P l a t t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  i n  O m a h a .  D i s t r i c t  r e p s  p r o v i d e d  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  n e w s  r e l e a s e s ,  r e g u l a r  a p p e a r a n c e s  o n  l o c a l  r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  
s t a t i o n s ,  h a n d l i n g  f i e l d  a s s i g n m e n t s  f o r  N E B R A S K A l a n d  M a g a z i n e ,  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e  p r o -
g r a m s ,  c o u n t y  f a i r s ,  d i s p l a y s  a t  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s ,  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  t a s k s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  
t h e  N o r t h  P l a t t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o o r d i n a t e ·d  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  a n d  a s s i s t e d  w i t h  c l e a n - u p  i n -
v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  f o w l  c h o l e r a  o n  t h e  r a i n  b a s i n s  o f  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  N e b r a s k a .  
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District personnel also handled certification of Hunter Safety instructors, as well as 
conducting Hunter Safety classes. District IV again coordinated the Commission's sponsor-
ship of the Nebraska High School Sport Shooting program. Much of the activity at the 
Omaha office involved personal contact with news media personnel, schools, and handling 
over 20,000 telephone inquiries, along with the routine activities associated with a satelite 
office. 
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LAW 'ENFORCEMENT 
The responsibH ities of the Law Enforcement Division and, its conservation officers are 
many and varied , Many people bel ieve enforcing the laws and regulations pertaining to the man-
agement, protection, and use of wildlife summarize the duties of the conservation officer. How-
ever, th is is only the beginning. 
In some aspects, ,,people management" has reached such proportions that in many eyes 
this is the primary duty. The observance and watchfu llness of the conduct, safety, and welfare 
of human be ings engaged in the activities pertaining to wildlife, boating , or using the areas and 
facilities provided in t he state park system are basic and are all a part of the officers daily routine. 
The princi pal function of the specia l duty conservation officers is 1:0 patrol areas within 
the state park system, to provide additional law enforcement coverage to the areas, and serve the 
publ ic. Addition of these officers has permitted area conservation officers to apply more of their 
time and effort to other matters in their assigned areas and has helped simpl ify t he shifting of 
area officers to areas where the potentia l of violations is greater or more prevalent. 
Conservation officers are also called upon by other law enforcement agencies to assist in 
the investigation and/or apprehension of subjects involved in various unlawful acts. In add ition 
to the law enforcement activities, the operation of the department's two-way radio communica-
tions system is also a function of this d ivision , 
Responsibilities of the conservation officer involve many duties wh ich are of a non-
enforcement natu re, especially those of an educational or informationa l nature in wh ich he can 
assist both yout h and adults. It is through these outlets and programs t hat the major portion of 
the fishing , hunt ing, boating, and outdoor recreation public is served. Officers conduct and take 
part in teaching boating and hunter safety courses and in programs for sportsmens groups, youth 
groups, churches, school, civic organizations, radio and television programs, exh ibits at fa irs, 
various community functions, and sports and vacation shows. 
Dur ing 1978 officers took part in 516 meetings and various groups in addition to taking 
part in the numerous sports, home and travel shows, fai rs, radio and television programs. Officers 
also make or assist in mak ing investigations and surveys concerning populations of wildlife, the 
management of fish, game, game animals, game birds, migratory birds, other species of wildlife, 
the stocking or transplanting of fish and game and poll ution problems. 
As a part of their field activities officers contacted and checked 31,337 hunten;; 50,284 
fisherman; and 901 trappers, They inspected 13,379 boats; made 7,468 miscellaneous contacts, 
most of which were on state park areas, and invest igated 3,028 compla ints, 
There were 31 known or reported hunter casualties during 1978, of this number 2 were 
fatal and 29 were non -fatal. In 18 of the casualties the victim was shot by another person, and 
13 casualties were self-inflicted. The number and type of firearms involved in the casualties 
were : 15 shotguns, 8 rifles and 8 handguns. 
The age brackets of the persons involved are as follows: 
SHOOTER VICTIM 
9 & under 1 1 
10 - 19 11 11 
20 - 29 8 9 
30 - 39 2 4 
40 - 49 2 2 
50- 59 1 
60 - older 1 
Unknown 7 2 
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During 1978 the Law Enforcement Division had a maximum compl iment of 58 conser-
vation officers, consisting of 1 d ivision ch iet 1 administrative assistant, 5 d istrict supervisors and 
51 officers. 
The officers drove a total of 1,572,90! miles in their patrol cars. The average mileage per 
gallon of gasoline fo r the total miles driven was 11 .58 per gallon of gasolineo The average cost per 
mile of veh icle operation was .083 cents per mile - this figu re represents all fuel , oil, grease, tires, 
service, repa irs and special equ ipment , 
A total of 2,954 arrests was made du ri ng 1978 for wh ich there were 3,256 offenses, Of 
the total number of arrests 2,862were found guilty by the courts. The conviction percentage for 
the total number of arrests and citations issued is 96089 percent and the conviction percentage 
for the total number of arrests actually brought to tr ial is 97 0 71 percent. These percentages not 
only reflect the high efficiency on the part of the officers, but also sliows the excellent coopera-
tion of Nebraska's prosecutors and courts. 
HUNTING OFFENSES 
Loaded shotgun in or on a vehicle 431 
Hunting with aid of artificial light attached to or from a veh icle 337 
Hunti ng, attempting to take or possess game birds or an imals without a permit 206 
Hunting, attempting to take or possess game birds or an imals in closed season 173 
Hunting without a habitat stamp · 152 
Hunting from a public road 64 
Hunting without permission/trespassing 61 
Hunting waterfowl with unplugged shotgun 32 
Overbag limit of game 27 
Hunting waterfowl without Migratory Waterfowl Stamp · 25 
Accessory to game law violation 15 
Insufficient amount of hunter orange 11 
Failure to tag big game 11 
Hunting from a veh icle 110 
No sex identificat ion on game bird 9 
Taking protected species 8 
No pet permit 8 
1 llegal possession of game 8 
Shooting game with .22 caliber rifle 7 
Taking game in wrong un it 6 
Hunting on a refuge 5 
Shooting within 200 yards of a dwelling 4 
Wanton waste 4 
Borrowing a hunting permit 3 
Nonresident hunting on resident permit 3 
No game farm permit 2 
Illegal destruction of game 2 
Possession of parts of a snowy owl 2 
Failure to sign stamp/ permit 2 
Hunting in closed area 2 
Failure to check game 2 
Taking waterfowl from a moving boat 1 
1 llegal sale of deer meat 1 
Detach head from carcass 1 
No permit on person 1 
Possession of nongame birds 1 
Making app lication fo r a resident permit by a nonresident 1 
Improper use of cyanide gun · 1 
Possession of a raptor without a license 1 
Failure to check game at proper check station 1 
TOTAL 1641 
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T R A P P I N G  O F F E N S E S  
T r a p p i n g  w i t h o u t  a  p e r m i t  
K e e p i n g  i n c o m p l e t e  f u r  r e c o r d s  
T r a p p i n g  o u t  o f  s e a s o n  
G r a n d  l a r c e n y  
T a k i n g  f u r b e a r e r s  i l l e g a l l y  
N o  f u r b u y e r s  p e r m i t  
B u y i n g  i l l e g a l  f u r s  
U s e  o f  b a i t  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  w i t h i n  3 0  f t  l e g h o l d  o f  t r a p s  o n  l a n d  
T O T A L  
F I S H I N G  O F F E N S E S  
F i s h i n g ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t a k e  o r  p o s s e s s  f i s h  w i t h o u t  a  p e r m i t  
T o o  m a n y  h o o k s  o r  l i n e s  
P o s s e s s i o n  o f  u n d e r s i z e  g a m e  f i s h  
N o n r e s i d e n t  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  r e s i d e n t  p e r m i t  
T a k i n g  f i s h  i l l e g a l l y  
S n a g g i n g  f i s h  
O v e r b a g  l i m i t  o f  f i s h  
F i s h i n g  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  
G i v i n g  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a n  o f f i c e r  
F a i l u r e  t o  d i s p l a y  f i s h i n g  p e r m i t  
F i s h i n g  w i t h  l i v e  m i n n o w s  
S n a g g i n g  i n  c l o s e d  s e a s o n  
F a i l u r e  t o  r e t u r n  s n a g g e d  c h a n n e l  c a t f i s h  t o  w a t e r  
F i s h i n g  o n  b o r r o w e d  p e r m i t  
T O T A L  
B O A T I N G  O F F E N S E S  
I m p r o p e r l y  e q u i p p e d  v e s s e l  
T o w i n g  s k i e r  w i t h o u t  m i r r o r  o r  o b s e r v e r  
N o  r e g i s t r a t i o n / s y m b o l s / i m p r o p e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  e t c ,  
S k i i n g / s p e e d i n g  i n  5  M P H  z o n e  
F a i l u r e  t o  w e a r  l i f e  j a c k e t  b e l o w  G a v i n s  P o i n t  D a m  
N o  l i f e  j a c k e t  o n  c h i l d  u n d e r  1 2  
F a i l u r e  t o  s t o w  s k i  r o p e  
N o  l i g h t s  o n  b o a t  a f t e r  s u n s e t  
B o a t i n g  i n  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a  
G i v i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  i m p r o p e r l y  e q u i p p e d  v e s s e l  
T o w i n g  s k i e r  a t  n i g h t  
T o w i n g  s k i e r  w i t h o u t  w e a r i n g  l i f e  j a c k e t  
E x p i r e d  b o a t  t r a i l e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
O p e r a t i n g  b o a t  t o  c a u s e  d i s c o m f o r t  t o  p e r s o n s  
T O T A L  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  O f f e n s e s  
D r i v i n g  i n  u n a u t h o r i z e d  a r e a  
L i t t e r i n g  
N o  p a r t  e n t r y  s t i c k e r s  
P o s s e s s i o n  o f  a  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e  
D r i n k i n g  o n  s t a t e  p r o p e r t y  
U n r e g i s t e r e d  s n o w m o b i l e s  
T r e s p a s s i n g  
R e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g / s p e e d i n g  
3 2  
1 0  
5  
5  
3  
3  
1  
1  
1  
2 9  
5 4 5  
3 6  
2 0  
1 6  
1 4  
1 3  
1 2  
4  
4  
4  
4  
2  
1  
1  
6 7 6  
2 2 5  
5 7  
5 0  
2 8  
1 4  
1 1  
3  
2  
2  
2  
1  
1  
1  
1  
3 9 8  
1 3 4  
7 5  
6 5  
3 3  
2 9  
2 3  
1 8  
1 7  
Destruction of property 
Minor in possession of alchol 
Swimming in closed. area 
Failure to appear . . 
Failure to stop at stop sign 
Kegs on beaches . 
False information to an officer 
Driving while license is suspended 
Operating snowmobile in unauthorized area 
Passing in no passing zone 
No vehicle registration 
Felony assault/assault 
Driving while intoxicated 
Grand larceny 
Fleeing to avoid arrest 
Target shooting from a public road 
Pets at large in state park 
Conceal ing stolen property 
No safety inspection sticker 
Entering closed park area 
Minor in possession of a pistol 
Defacing flora 
Failure to display operators permit 
Using park facilities without paying camping fee 
Wrong way on one way 
Disorderly conduct 
Overnight camping on Valentine Refuge 
Int oxication 
Permit operation of motorbike by unlicensed operator · 
Uncased r ifle on snowmobile 
Contempt of court 
Resist ing arrest 
Using flotation device in prohib ited area 
Disturbing t he peace 
Misuse of Learners Perm it 
Failure to obey lawful order 
T OTAL 
TOTAL OF HUNTI NG OFFENSES 
TOAL OF T RAPPI NG OFF ENSES 
TOTA L OF FISH ING OFFENSES 
TOT A L OF BOATING OFFENSES 
TOTAL OF MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES 
GRAND TOTA L OF OFFENSES 
1971 1972 
TOTAL ARR ESTS AND 
SUMMONS ISSUED ; 2642 2735 
Not gu ilty 14 9 
Cases dismissed 27 18 
No complaints filed 21 6 
TOTAL CONV ICTIONS: 2580 2702 
1641 
29 
676 
398 
512 
3256 
1973 1974 
2491 3130 
20 17 
39 47 
24 18 
2418 3048 
33 
! . 
1975 1976 
3220 ' 3314 
21 19 
· 47 40 
18 22 
3134 3233 
1977 
3379 
7 
58 
39 
3275 
12 
10 
8 
7 
7 
6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
44 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
512 
1978 
2954 
10 
73 
9 
2862 
1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 
Total Fines: $44,702.90 $47,721.50 $50,567.00 $62 ,885.00 $64,762.00 $81,642.00 $85,761.00 $97,495.00 
Total Costs: $14,064.30 $16,073.47 $19,751.91 $24,695.83 $25,344.18 $26,490.17 $26,553.52 $24,071.77 
Total Liq. Dam. $10,930.00 $ 9,740.00 $13,635.00 $17,455.00 $17,775.00 $16,325.00 $17,890.00 $20,715.00 
Grand Totals $69,697.20 $73,634.97 $83,953.91 $106,035.83 $107,881.18 $123,467.17 $130,204.52 $142,281.77 
BREAKDOWN OF ARRESTS BY AGE FOR 1978 
AGE 
Less than 12 
12-15 
16-19 
20-23 
24-27 
-31 
32-35 
36-39 
40-45 
46-50 
51-55 
56-60 
61 -65 
66 and over 
No age I isted 
GRAND TOTALS 
YEAR 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
'1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969. 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
URBAN 
22 
550 
549 
352 
210 
101 
82 
78 
55 
37 
24 
17 
16 
2 
2095 
RURAL 
15 
260 
157 
94 
64 
25 
30 
29 
22 
13 
4 
6 
6 
2 
727 
TOTAL ARRESTS - 2954 
TOTAL ARRESTS & TOTAL 
CONVICTIONS SUMMONS ISSUED 
335 
440 
442 
502 
480 
455 
442 
522 
432 
477 
572 
484 
509 
801 
1000 
1520 
1731 
1393 
2000 
1943 
1921 
1971 
1799 
1767 
1909 
2520 
2642 
2735 
2491 
Not available 
,, 
,, 
473 
562 
474 
502 
761 
986 
1472 
1696 
1379 
1943 
1904 
1897 
. 1930 
1768 
1743 
1859 
2492 
2580 
2702 
2418 
34 
ONLY ADDRESS GIVEN IS 
NAME OF TOWN/PO BOX 
1 
34 
27 
24 
15 
9 
4 
6 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
132 
PERCENTAGE OF 
TOTAL ARRESTS 
99.16 
98.25 
97.93 
98.62 
95.00 
98.60 
96.84 
97.97 
98.99 
97.15 
97.99 
98.82 
97.91 
98.27 
98.64 
97.38 
98.89 
97.65 
98.79 
97.07 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
3130 
3220 
3314 
3379 
2954 
3048 
3152 
3233 
3275 
2862 
RADIO COMMUNICATION BREAKDOWN OF OPERATION COSTS 
Mobile radio contract with Shaffer Communications 
Other radio equipment, service, tower repairs not 
covered by contract 
Installation and removals of mobile radios, sirens & red I ights 
Altus Enterprize Inc. Tower Maintenance 
Service on I ine rent 
Tower rental 
GRAND TOTAL OF EXPENSES 
35 
2332-41 
Parks 
TOTAL 
97.38 
97.89 
97.56 
96.92 
97.71 
$25577.00 
$20654.00 
$ 3908.47 
$ 8337.00 
$58476.47 
$ 574.98 
$ 1783.44 
$ 6845.00 
$67679.89 
PARKS 
The Division of State Parks is responsible for the administration and operation of Nebras-
ka's system of State Park areas. These responsibilities relate to visitor contact functions, day to 
ct_ay park house keeping chores, planning and programming improvements, and providing the 
necessary resource protection and enhancement measures to assure quality outdoor recreation 
experlences for future generations of park users. 
STATE PARK areas are scattered throughout Nebraska and offer a variety of outdoor 
recreat ion opportun ities to all its citizens. Opportunities vary from area to area . Some parks 
contain modern campgrounds and cabins, swimming pools and offer trail rides, wh ile at others 
the visitor may enjoy the cultural interpretation of a historical site or place. Still other oppor-, 
tunities include pri mitive camping in the Pine Ridge country or backpack hiking along the 
Missouri River. 
The 87 areas comprising the State Park System fall into the following four classifications. 
Also listed is the acreage data by classification. 
STATE PARKS - are publ ic use areas containing statewide significant scenic, scientific 
and/or historical values and being of sufficient size to allow adequate development without 
infringing upon t he primary values. 
STATE RECREATION AREAS - pocesses resource values pri marily associated with 
active outdoor recreation pursuits, day use activities and camping. All the state's major water 
oriented areas are of t his classification. 
STATE HISTORICAL PARKS ·· are sites which are a notable historical significance to the 
State of Nebraska. 
STATE WAYSID E AREAS - are small tracts located along main traveled h ighways, at 
po ints of scenic or historical interest where possible. These areas are developed specifically to 
afford the traveler a safe place to stop and to rest, to picnic and camp overn ight. 
Water or Land Total 
Areas Quantity Marsh Acres Acres Acreage 
STATE PARKS 5 4 17,117 17,121 
STATE RECREATION AREAS 50 61,558 32,136 93,694 
STATE WAYSID E AREAS 24 158 553 711 
STATE HISTORICAL PARKS 8 0 1,725 1,725 
PERSONNEL 
The 87 park areas are maintained and operated by a permanent park staff of 108 people. 
Distribution of these positions is shown in ·the following listing: 
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Item 
STATE PARKS 
HISTORICAL PARKS 
RECREATION AREAS 
WAYSIDE AREAS 
CENTRAL OFFICE 
SIGN SHOP 
TOTALS 
No. of 
Areas 
5 
8 
50 
24 
87 
Manned 
Park Areas 
5 
6 
18 
2 
31 
Unmanned Permanent 
Park Areas Positions 
17 
2 13 
32 
22 64 
11 
3 
56 108 
Only 31 park areas are staffed with onsite personnel and these areas uti lize 70 of the per-
manent field positions, The remaining 24 field positions are assigned to 7 park maintenance 
crews along with the 56 unmanned areas' house-keeping tasks. 
About 425 temporary seasonal workers and 50 CETA employees assisted the parks' staff 
during the recreation season . Additional summer help was obtained from numerous Federal 
youth employment programs that were available to this agency. 
Park Planning 
Planning involves preparing cost estimates, graphic designs, and descriptive narratives on 
park developments. In 1978 complete development plans were prepared for Merritt Reservoir 
and Armstrong Park State Recreation Areas. A campground addition was planned for Medicine 
Creek and dump stations for Memphis, Sherman, Bridgeport, and Enders. Planting plans were 
prepared for the Schramm Aquarium, Fort Robinson Swimming Pool and Armstrong Park. Con-
siderable time was spent in moving existing plans off the shelf and into the construction drawing 
phase. 
Park Landscape Program 
Park landscape services is directed toward improved management of plant resources on 
State Park System areas. It is designed to create, manage and preserve recreation woodlands, 
landscape plantings and turfgrasses. 
Plantings were made on over 30 areas in the park system utilizing over 30,000 trees and 
shrubs. About 7,000 trees were grown and distributed from the central nursery at Grand Island. 
Several more field nurseries were planted on park areas adding to the growing list of state areas 
with field nurseries. The first utilization of such field nurseries for campground landscaping 
began this year. The field nursery concept will continue to prove of value as campground devel-
opment continues. 
Well over 2,000 trees, shrubs and flowers were produced from seed and cuttings grown 
in the Lincoln and Arbor Lodge greenhouses. Several areas will receive annual flowers from these 
greenhouses. Native plant displays were constructed and planted on several areas. An Arbor pro-
gram of trimming and pruning the specimen trees in Arbor Lodge with the use of a high lift 
has been initiated. Labeling of plant materials on several of our areas for educational purposes 
has also been initiated. 
Sign Shop 
1978 was a busy year at the Sign Shop. Some 380 individual job request were processed, 
11 more than the previous year, and 7,112 signs were produced in. all. 
One of the larger jobs included the entire outdoor resigning of Fort Robinson State Park 
plus decoupaging 55 park restaurant menus, and fabricating a numbering system for the stable 
complex's 250 horse stalls. At Fremont State Recreation Area lake maps were updated and refin-
ished. Another sizeable job undertaken was providing all the signing for the Commission's state 
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fa ir exhib it . The habitat program again required a large volume of screened type signs and a mag-
netic sign project was completed for the Law Enforcement Division. At the North Platte Fish 
Hatchery a new routed identification was installed and new entrance signs were constructed for 
Indian Cave State Park, Fort Robinson State Park and Fort Kearny State Historical Park . 
More hand lettered signs were requested this year than ever before and significantly added 
to the shops work load. 
Events 
L During the 1978 recreation season, the vehicle entry permit program was initiated in 
54 of the park systems areas. The program was generally accepted by most park users and very 
much opposed by a few. Income generated from the sale of entry permits totaled about 
$1,129,300. 
2 . On August 6, 1978, the new Visitor Center at Ash Hollow State Historical Park was 
ded icated. The enterpretive displays are outstanding. 
3. The annual superi ntendents meeting was held in Auburn , with visits to Schramm State 
Recreation Area, Arbor Lodge State Historical Park and Indian Cave State Park. For the first 
time ever, assistant superintendents met as a group in Lincoln , Hopefully this meeting can 
become an annual event. 
4. A major legislative accomplishment was obtained by the passing of the Nebraska Out-
door Recreation Development Act (NOR DA), which grants the Commission a portion of the 
cigarette tax fo r capital improvement purposes, 
5. Construction of t he AKSARBEN Aquarium was begun and nearly completed in 1978. 
6. Recreat ion roads projects were undertaken at Riverview State Recreation Area, Platts-
mouth Wildl ife Refuge and Big Indian Recreation area. 
7. A major dredging operation to improve boating conditions on Fremont State Recrea-
tion Area's Victory Lake was accompl ished . 
8. A Contract was awarded to construct a domestic water supply system at Indian Cave 
State Park. 
9. At Windm ill State Wayside Area a wind blown fire leveled the park maintenance shop. 
10. During the past year, Wilbur Dasenbrock resigned as Park Horticulturist to assume the 
position as Director of Ground.s at the University of Nebraska. He was replaced by Kirk Nelson 
who had previously served four years in the Resource Services Division. The Park Hort iculture 
program was successful in adding a position to the program and Mike Groenewold was selected 
to fill the position , 
11 , Other staff changes included the addition of Assistant Superintendent positions at 
Fort Hartsuff and Ash Hollow State Historical Parks. These positions were filled by Greg 
McClure and Jeff Uhrich respectively. 
Kevin Jones, Assistant Supt, at Chadron, resigned to accept a position with the Wyoming Game 
and Fish Comm ission. He was rep laced by Brad Seitz, Assistant at Louisville, Dean Delong 
(Lincoln Maintenance) was then transferred to Louisville and R. J . Timmerman came on board 
at the Sign Shop, 
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12. And it finally happened - Bobbi Switzer f inally gave up on George LeRoy and retired 
on December 31. Buffalo Bill State Historical Park will not be the same without her. 
Capital Improvements 
The source of funding capital improvement projects underwent a major change starting 
July 1, 1978. The bulk of the improvement dol lars are now derived from park cash funds (Park 
Vehicle Entry Permit money). While in the past the state general tax dollar financed most park 
improvements. 
Capital construction monies authorized by program for F .Y . 1978-1979 are as follows: 
Program Area Fund No. 
966 PARK AREAS - GENERAL 
967 STATE PARKS 
968 STATE HISTORICAL PARKS 
969 STATE RECREATION AREAS 
970 STATE WAYSIDE AREAS 
TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL - $2,078,000 
3433 
4332 2335 Capital 
Federal Gift Construction 
$ 50,000 
75,000 
69,000 
$320,000 $10,000 
$320,000 $10,000 $294,000 
2333 
Park 
Cash 
$ 70,000 
435,000 
874,500 
75,000 
$1,454,000 
With the advent of the new funding method, improvement dollars will now have to be 
generated by the sale of Park Entry Perm its, and therefore it is possible to have authorized more 
projects than money is available to construct them. This has happened in the F.Y. 1978-1979 
budget. 
A combination of the above situation and a lack of money for matching purposes on 
Federal - State projects reduces the amount of capital improvement work to be accomplished to 
about $1,224,000. 
In addition to capital projects, many park structure renovations were accomplished 
t hrough t he Building Renewal Program. Contracts were awarded to correct major structural , 
mechanical and util ity defects with funds from the program. 
Areas receiving build ing renewal funds (309 projects) during F.Y. 1978-79 area as follows: 
Chadron State Park 
Fort Robinson State Park 
Arbor Lodge State Historical Park 
Fort Kearny State Historical Park 
TOT AL - 309 Projects 
Operations & Maintenance 
$ 80,000 
$263,360 
$ 37,000 
$ 6,455 
$386,815 
Cost associated with the operations and maintenance of the 87 park area are as follows: 
1977-78 Budget Authority 
General Fund Appropriation 
Cash Fund Appropriation 
Total Appropriation 
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$3,898,579 
$ 968,823 
$4,867,402 
Visitations 
1977-78 Expenditures 
Park Administration, Enforcement, Operations and Maintenance 
Personal Services 
Operation Expenses 
Supplies 
Travel 
Capital Outlay (Equipment) 
Encumbrances 
Total Disbursements 
$2,609,300 
$ 501,252 
$ 713,739 
$ 56,243 
$ 493,308 
$ 477,426 
$4,851,268 
Accurate counts of park visitors are difficul t achievements. It is especially difficult in 
Nebraska's park system since almost 2/3 of the public use areas are unmanned, with many 
·areas underdeveloped and only a few having a single park entrance. 
An estimated 7,000,000 people visited the state park areas during 1978. There are 38 
.reporting stations in the system and they contribute most of the total visitor count. The remain-
ing 49 areas are credited with a conservative lump sum visitor estimate. 
The following tables show the 1978 park visitor counts and the participation count of 
• certain park activities at various areas. Those areas marked with an asterisk (* ) show visitor 
figures .that represent car counts converted to visitor numbers by using a factor of 3.5 people per 
car. These are the most reliable figures. The remaining figures are estimates made by the park 
superintendent, although partial car counts were used in some instances. 
ESTIMATED PARK VISITOR COUNTS 
Area 
* Arbor Lodge SHP 
*Ash Hollow SHP 
Box Butte SRA 
*Buffalo Bill SHP 
*Chadron SP 
* Dead T lmber 
Enders SRA 
*Fort Atkinson SHP 
*Fort Hartsuff SHP 
* Fort Kearny SHP 
Fort Robinson SP 
* Fremont SRA 
*I ndian Cave SP 
* Kearney County SRA 
Lake Mcconaughy SRA 
Lake Minatare SRA 
Lewis & Clark SRA 
* Louisville SRA 
Medicine Creek SRA 
Merritt SRA 
*Mormon Island SWA 
* Niobrara SP 
*Ponca SP 
Red Willow SRA 
1976 1977 
167,500 157,500 
72,623 75,000 
62,967 65,700 
73,551 67,342 
325~33 279~15 
71,451 73,375 
71,769 49,893 
45, 150 33,200 
28,340 28,490 
106,851 99,202 
170,000 211,000 
657,219 632,158 
139,481 180,204 
183,393 192,832 
389,340 544,086 
132,000 165,400 
309,944 469,567 
210,375 209,092 
125,983 77,938 
74,250 111,557 
326,612 335,037 
87,986 145,795 
204,048 223,018 
172,571 112,280 
40 
1978 
97,300 
96,100 
72,066 
74,331 
266,031 
79,217 
62,109 
40,500 
28,100 
102,026 
183,750 
670,935 
162,188 
189,569 
373,159 
187,000 
335,165 
183,132 
114,283 
120;538 
297,937 
113,022 
199,346 
166,570 
Salt Valley (7 SRA's) 1,830,350 1,830,000 1,450,000 
Schramm SRA 16,350 36,170 36,525 
Sherman SRA 177,600 188,900 190,700 
Swanson SRA 109,234 40,600 29,096 
*Two Rivers SRA 268,735 247,252 203,078 
* Victoria ,Springs SRA 64,000 106,200 90,660 
*Windmill SWA 68,750 76,275 67,250 
TOTALS 6,744,056 7,064,978 6,281,683 
GENERAL CAMPING - VISITOR COUNT 
1977-Units 1977 - No. 1978-Units 1978 - No. 
Area Registered of Campers Registered of Campers 
Ash Hollow SHP 914 3,189 1,138 3,681 
Chadron SP 4,268 14,518 3,983 13,232 
Fort Robinson SP 2,799 8,926 4,789 11,153 
Fremont SRA 8,732 30,380 8,184 26,208 
Johnson SRA 11,067 36,777 9,733 31,888 
Lake Ogallala SRA 2,733 9,030 3,527 10,902 
Louisville SRA 4,882 20,747 4,536 22,699 
Kearney County SRA 3,585 13,647 3,182 12,463 
Mormon Island SWA 4,726 14,936 4,718 14,774 
Niobrara SP 1,571 3,638 786 1,972 
Ponca SP 3,723 12,749 3,253 12,064 
Two Rivers SRA 6,520 21,091 4,742 15,570 
Victoria Springs SRA 778 2,598 791 2,406 
Windmill SWA 4,426 14,012 4,454 13,949 
TOTALS 60,724 206,238 57,866 192,961 
The above counts are taken at campgrounds where camper registration is required . A 
camping unit averaged about 3A people per camping party. If the average duration of a 
visit by a camper is 3 days, then it can be calculated that the above campgrounds 
accounted for 578,883 general camping days during 1978. 
GROUP CAMP VISITOR COUNT 
1977 1978 
Group Camp 1977 - No. Group Camp 
Registrations of Campers Registrations 
Chadron SP 3 170 3 
Niobrara SP 12 226 0 
TOTALS 15 396 3 
REGISTERED CABIN GUEST COUNTS 
Chadron SP 
Fort Robinson SP 
Niobrara SO 
Ponca SP 
Victoria Springs SRA 
TOTALS 
Lodge 
1976 1977 
3,251 3,349 
2,795 3,064 
1,372 1,920 
2,304 2,321 
216 308 
9,938 10,962 
Fort Robinson·-Room Guest 3,049 2,909 
41 
1978 
2,974 
5,185 
1,172 
2,065 
207 
11,603 
3,589 
. . ~ ....... ...__ __ 
1978 - No. 
of Campers 
177 
0 
177 
I n c o m e  
W h i l e  m o s t  p a r k  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  f e e  f r e e ,  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  d o  c h a r g e  f o r  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  
s e r v i c e s .  C a m p i n g ,  l o d g i n g ,  s w i m m i n g ,  a n d  t r a i l  r i d e s  a r e  t y p i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  w h i c h  f e e s  a r e  
c h a r g e d .  O t h e r  p a r k  i n c o m e  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  r e s t a u r a n t  a n d  c o n c e s s i o n  s a l e s ,  a n d  l e a s e s  f o r  c a b i n  
s i t e s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c o n c e s s i o n  s i t e s .  M o n i e s  g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  a r e  r e -
t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a r k  c a s h  f u n d  t o  h e l p  s u p p o r t  p a r k  m a i n t e n a n c e  p r o g r a m s .  P a r k  E n t r y  P e r m i t  
d o l l a r s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s .  
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t i n g  s h o w s  t h e  i n c o m e  p r o d u c i n g  a r e a s  a n d  d o l l a r s  g e n e r a t e d  i n  t o t a l  a n d  
b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s .  
1 9 7 8  S T A T E  P A R K  A R E A S  I N C O M E  
A r e a  
1 9 7 6  1 9 7 7  1 9 7 8  
A r b o r  L o d g e  S H P  
$  1 5 , 2 9 6  $  1 8 , 1 6 1  
$  1 8 , 6 6 4  
A s h  H o l l o w  S H P  
1 , 6 9 6  
6 8 7  
1 , 1 1 7  
B r a n c h e d  O a k  S R A  2 , 6 2 5  
2 , 3 4 1  1 , 8 7 2  
B u f f a l o  B i l l  S H P  
6 , 1 5 4  8 , 3 0 1  
5 , 9 0 1  
C h a d r o n  S P  
5 0 , 6 4 0  5 6 , 0 8 0  
4 7 , 7 4 5  
E n d e r s  S R A  
1 , 0 3 5  
1 , 6 1 6  
1 5  
F o r t  K e a r n y  S H P  
2 , 1 2 4  2 , 3 1 9  
2 , 1 2 7  
F o r t  R o b i n s o n  S P  
1 7 8 , 9 2 4  2 1 1 , 0 5 2  2 6 9 , 7 3 0  
F r e m o n t  S R A  2 1 , 8 4 2  
2 2 , 5 3 1  2 1 , 5 3 8  
I n d i a n  C a v e  S P  
3 , 1 1 8  
4 , 4 6 4  
J o .h n s o n  S R A  
2 0 , 0 9 9  
2 0 , 3 3 0  1 5 , 8 7 8  
K e a r n e y  C o u n t y  S R A  6 , 2 2 7  7 , 0 0 3  
6 , 2 0 4  
L a k e  M c c o n a u g h y  S R A  
1 9 , 1 3 1  3 5 , 0 0 0  3 3 , 2 1 7  
L a k e  M i n a t a r e  S R A  
1 , 2 4 1  1 , 6 6 4  
1 , 4 3 9  
L e w i s  &  C l a r k  S R A  
2 , 4 2 2  
2 , 3 7 6  2 , 4 1 7  
L o u i s v i l l e  S R A  
1 1 , 5 0 5  1 0 , 7 6 0  9 , 9 9 0  
M e d i c i n e  C r e e k  S R A  1 , 2 1 8  
1 4 , 2 7 7  1 , 4 2 8  
M e r r i t t  S R A  
1 , 0 3 8  2 , 2 0 6  
7 3 8  
.  M o r m o n  I s l a n d  S W A  
1 6 , 5 4 6  1 5 , 9 8 1  1 6 , 0 0 2  
N i o b r a r a  S P  
2 4 , 8 0 7  2 6 , 5 3 2  
1 6 , 1 1 9  
P o n c a  S P  
5 8 , 2 0 5  6 3 , 1 8 6  5 7 , 9 1 1  
R e d  W i l l o w  S R A  
1 , 4 2 2  1 , 6 8 1  
1 , 2 0 0  
S h e r m a n  S R A  6 , 0 0 6  5 , 5 4 0  5 , 5 0 4  
S w a n s o n  S R A  
1 , 0 2 2  9 1 3  6 3 3  
T w o  R i v e r s  S R A  2 2 , 9 3 0  2 3 , 7 1 3  1 7 , 5 7 0  
V i c t o r i a  S p r i n g s  S R A  
4 , 0 2 0  5 , 8 9 4  4 , 6 5 0  
W i n d m i l l  S W A  1 5 , 1 6 7  
1 6 , 8 6 6  1 6 , 5 7 1  
M i s c e l l a n e o u s  A r e a s  8 4 0  1 , 6 0 0  3 , 5 8 5  
T O T A L S  
$ 4 9 4 , 1 8 2  
$ 5 8 1 , 7 2 8  
$ 5 8 5 , 2 7 9  
4 2  
S T A T E  P A R K  A R E A S  C A M P I N G  I N C O M E  
A r e a  
C h a d r o n  S P  
F r e m o n t  S R A  
F o r t  R o b i n s o n  S P  
J o h n s o n  S R A  
K e a r n e y  C o u n t y  S R A  
L a k e  M c c o n a u g h y  S R A  
L o u i s v i l l e  S R A  
M o r m o n  I s l a n d  S W A  
N i o b r a r a  S P  
P o n c a  S P  
T w o  R i v e r s  S R A  
V i c t o r i a  S p r i n g s  S R A  
W i n d m i l l  S W A  
A r e a  
C h a d r o n  S P  
N i o b r a r a  S P  
P o n c a  S P  
T w o  R i v e r s  S R A  
T O T A L S  
A r e a  
C h a d r o n  S P  
F o r t  R o b i n s o n  S P  
I n d i a n  C a v e  S P  
N i o b r a r a  S P  
P o n c a  S P  
1 9 7 6  
$  8 , 6 0 9  
2 1 , 4 7 3  
6 , 3 8 6  
2 0 , 6 0 3  
6 , 3 9 5  
1 1 , 2 9 3  
1 6 , 8 3 8  
3 , 1 1 9  
1 8 , 8 9 0  
1 8 , 7 5 8  
1 , 2 3 7  
1 5 , 4 6 2  
$ 1 4 9 , 0 6 3  
1 9 7 7  
$  8 , 5 7 0  
2 0 , 8 0 2  
6 , 0 5 6  
1 9 , 7 8 3  
6 , 7 7 3  
1 0 , 8 3 0  
9 , 9 2 8  
1 5 , 3 0 3  
3 , 2 3 2  
2 0 , 4 8 9  
1 9 , 1 3 2  
2 , 0 4 8  
1 6 , 6 3 5  
$ 1 5 9 , 5 8 1  
1 9 7 8  
$  7 , 1 3 6  
2 1 , 0 6 0  
8 , 1 0 5  
1 5 , 4 6 4  
6 , 3 3 8  
1 4 , 8 0 7  
9 , 7 2 7  
1 6 , 2 6 0  
1 , 3 8 3  
1 8 , 0 9 3  
1 4 , 2 8 2  
1 , 9 6 2  
1 7 , 0 3 2  
$ 1 5 1 , 6 4 9  
S W I M M I N G  P O O L  I N C O M E  
1 9 7 6  1 9 7 7  
$  5 , 1 1 5  $  4 , 7 5 3  
2 , 2 6 6  
1 , 9 3 9  
6 , 8 2 0  6 , 5 7 3  
2 , 6 5 4  
3 , 0 7 5  
$ 1 6 , 8 5 5  
$ 1 6 , 3 4 0  
T R A I L  R I D E  I N C O M E  
1 9 7 6  1 9 7 7  
$  6 , 1 9 4  
$  6 , 6 4 3  
5 , 7 3 0  
7 , 3 0 2  
3 , 0 1 2  
2 , 1 6 0  
2 , 3 3 5  
1 2 , 7 9 4  
1 3 , 1 6 3  
1 9 7 8  
$  3 , 4 7 4  
1 , 3 5 9  
7 , 3 4 8  
3 , 0 6 2  
$ 1 5 , 2 4 3  
1 9 7 8  
$  6 , 4 6 0  
1 3 , 4 2 1  
4 , 5 9 8  
2 , 1 2 5  
1 3 , 1 8 7  
T O T A L S  
,  $ 2 6 , 8 7 8  
$ 3 2 , 4 5 5  
$ 3 9 , 7 9 1  
A r e a  
T w o  R i v e r s  S R A  
T O T A L S  
T R O U T  T A G  I N C O M E  
1 9 7 6  
1 9 7 7  
$ 9 1 , 5 4 9  $ 6 3 , 3 0 5  
$ 9 1 , 5 4 9  $ 6 3 , 3 0 5  
4 3  
1 9 7 8  
$ 4 2 , 4 1 8  
$ 4 2 , 4 1 8  
PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING 
This division has a number of responsibilities, including all of the major federal grant 
programs; comprehensive planning, special studies, local planning review; water resource project 
monitoring; plus environmental review of all federally assisted developments in Nebraska. The 
division has also assumed administration of other federal grant programs, such as the Youth 
Conservation Corps. 
The very nature of the division's activities requires much coordination in the advisory 
duties and the distribution of considerable sums of federal and state money in grant administra-
tion. 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 provides 50% federal grants-in-aid to 
the various states and their political subdivisions for comprehensive planning, acquisition, and 
development of public outdoor recreation areas. In addition to the 50% federal grant, the state 
has provided a 25% grant to political subdivisions, from a legislative general fund appropriation of 
about $750,000 annually. During the 15-year life of the program, over 25 million dollars in 
federal funds have been made available to Nebraska. The federal apportionment under the 
program for the next fiscal year for Nebraska is the largest during the life of the program --just under $4,000,000. 
During 1978, a grant from the Old West Regional Commission was used to supplement 
LWCF in the development of Indian Cave State Park. · 
Federal Aid in Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration 
The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937 and the Federal Aid in Sport Fish 
Restoration Act of 1950 are companion programs which provide financial assistance to the states 
and territories for restoration activities. These programs are administered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The Sport Fish Restoration Program is supported by a 10 percent excise tax on 
fishing rods, creels, reels, baits and lures. The Wildlife Restoration Program is funded by an 11 
percent excise tax on arms and ammunition. 
To participate in these programs, the state must assent to the provisions of the acts. Work 
previously approved is performed at state expense, after which 75 percent of the state's costs are 
reimbursed from the appropriate federal aid funds . 
During 1978, these two programs made $1.8 million available to Nebraska for: (1) fish and 
wildlife surveys and inventories, (2) research, (3) land acquisition, (4) development, (5) main-
tenance, (6) technical assistance and (7) hunter safety training. 
Resource Monitoring 
Basic responsibility of the unit is interaction in the planning efforts of other governmental 
entities so their action programs will remain or become consistent with the goals and objectives 
of the Game and Parks Commission. Opportunities for this input are available through the 
routine A-95 review process and Department of Roads, Level of Study and Environmental 
Reports and specific planning efforts such as power plant siting studies, power station plans, and 
water project planning. 
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Personnel in the unit also represented the agency at routine meetings of the following 
groups: Nebraska Resources Development Fund Advisory Board, Environmental and Economics 
Committees of above, State Water Plan Advisory Team, Natural Resources Commission, Water 
Conservation Fund Advisory Board and USDA Republican Basin Cooperative Study. 
Comprehensive Planning . 
The revision of the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan for Nebraska was the 
major program for the Planning Office in 1978, with the draft submitted to the Governor and the 
Mid-Continent Regional Office for the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation for approval. 
Application was started for the designation of the Schramm Park State Recreation Area 
nature trail as a National Recreation trail. The Canoe Campsite leasing program was continued 
another year, with four new river sections opened in the 1978 program. Backpacking trails were 
marked and publicized in the NEBRASKAland magazine. 
Staff involvement with continuing projects included: !)National Historic Trail proposals 
reviewed and returned to BOR - including the three emigrant trails in Nebraska (Oregon, Mormon 
and Lewis and Clark) which were designated National Historic trails in October of this year. 
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.REALTY 
· The Real ty Division was involved in land acquisition; appraisal, lease renewal, payment 
and ca·nc~Uation, appraisal review, negotiation and public heal'ings. 
Appraisal Review 
Review of land appra isals for political subdivisions seeking federal aid was accomplished 
fo r sixteen communities. 
Appraisals 
Fifteen appra isals were completed during the year, Of these, 6 tracts have been acquired 
and 6 are in t he process of acquisition, 
Acqu isitions 
137 acres - Cherry County 
609 acres - Johnson County (3 tracts) 
203 acres - Ham ilton County 
640 acres - Sheridan Count y 
Title to these tract s now is vested in the state and were acquired under the Habitat Bill. 
480 acres ·_ Mad ison County 
80 acres - Richardson County 
T hese will be fi nalized in January 1979, 
Al! of the above are designated as Wildlife Areas. 
Two t racts fo r t he Parks Division : 
35 acres add ition to Atkinson Lake completed 
56 acres add ition to Ponca State Park due for transfer in January, 1979 
Public hearings were held on all of the acquisitions in compliance with 25-2502, 25-2504 
and 25-2505, Revised Statutes of Nebraska 1943, 
Negotiat ions were initiated on th ree t racts of land comprising of approximately 1,000,t . 
acres on t he Platte River between Lincoln and Omaha. The goal being the creation of a new 
State Park, 
Acceptance of land to create Armst rong Park SRA was partially completed . 
Several t racts in the vicinity of Schramm State Recreation Area were discussed with the 
view to donation to the state, 
T rade proposal was initiated with the Forest Service reference expansion at Chadron 
State Park, 
Leases 
T he 17 cu rrent leases were renwed , Additional storage space was acquired for Game 
Division and Parks Division. Office space was acquired at Kearney for the Resource Service Divi-
sion. 
Leasing of Canoe Sites was turned over to Realty Division for renewal, 22 sites are in--
volved , 
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R E S O U R C E  S E R V I C E S  
T h e  d i v e r s e  r o l e  o f  R e s o u r c e  S e r v i c e s  i n  . i m p r o v i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f i v e  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  i n  1 9 7 8 .  B e s i d e s  t h e  d e m a n d i n g  c h a r g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  
a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  · s t a t e  w t l d l i f e  l a n d s ,  e f f o r t s  w e r e  i n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  h a b i t a t  
r e s t o r a t i o n  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s "  
H a b i t a t  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m s  
P r i v a t e  L a n d s  H a b i t a t  P r o g r a m  
T h e  P r i v a t e  L a n d s  H a b i t a t  P r o g r a m  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  o n  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 7 7 .  T h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  N e b r a -
s k a ' s  W i l d l i f e  H a b i t a t  P l a n  a t t e m p t s  t o  c r e a t e  n e w  h a b i t a t  a n d  t o  e n h a n c e  o r  p r o t e c t  e x i s t i n g  
h a b i t a t  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  l a n d o w n e r s  u n d e r  a  c o s t  s h a r i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  N e b r a -
s k a  G a m e  a n d  P a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  D i s t r i c t s .  
T h e  f i e l d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  p r o g r a m  i s  b e i n g  c o n -
d u c t e d  b y  B e n  S c h o l e  i n  L i n c o l n ,  M i c k  B r e s l e y  i n  K e a r n e y ,  C l a y t o n  S t a l l i n g  i n  N o r f o l k ,  D a n  
R o c h f o r d  i n  N o r t h  P l a t t e  a n d  G a r y  S c h ! i c h t e m e i e r  i n  A l l i a n c e .  T h e i r  m a j o r  d u t i e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
a s s i s t i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  N  R  D ' s  w i t h  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d / o r  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  t o  c o m p l y  
w i t h  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  m o d e l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s .  
A s s i s t a n c e  w a s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  o n - s i t e  r e v i e w  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  
O f  t h e  2 4  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e  D i s t r i c t s ,  2 1  h a v e  s i g n e d  a g r e e m e n t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  l o c a l  p r o -
g r a m s  u s i n g  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  7 5 %  c o s t  s h a r e s "  A s  o f  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  2 1  N R D ' s  r e p o r t e d  
2 2 , 1 1 2  a c r e s  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t ,  
W i l d l i f e  L a n d  A c q u i s i t i o n  
W i l d l i f e  L a n d s  w e r e  a c q u i r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  H a b i t a t  
P r o g r a m  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i n  J u l y  1 9 7 7 ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r a c t s  w e r e  a c q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  
1 9 7 8 ,  
A n d e r s o n  B r i d g e  
E l m  C r e e k  
P i n t a i l  
P r a i r i e  W o l f  
R e d  W i n g  
T h o m a s  C r e e k  
T w i n  O a k s  
M e t c a l f  A d d i t i o n  
O s a g e  A d d i t i o n  
O a k  V a l l e y  
K i n t e r ' s  F o r d  A d d i t i o n  
1 1  S  o f  K l l g o r e  
1  ½  N ,  3 ½  W  o f  R e d  C l o u d  
5  S ,  2  E  o f  A u r o r a  
1  S  G e n o a  
1  S ,  2  W ,  1  N ,  ½  W ,  ½  N  o f  N e l i g h  
2  E ,  3  S  o f  S p r i n g v i e w  
2  E ,  4  S  o f  T e c u m s e h  
1 4  N  o f  H a y  S p r i n g s  
2  N ,  2  W  T e c u m s e h  
2 ½  S ,  1  W  B a t t l e  C r e e k  
1 ½  N ,  2 ½  E  o f  D u b o i s  
A d d i t i o n a l  t r a c t s  w e r e  b e i n g  e x a m i n e d  b y  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P e r s o n n e l .  
D i s t r i c t  M a n a g e m e n t  
1 3 7  
1 2 0  
2 1 0  
1 5 4  
1 6 0  
6 9 2  
5 5 9  
6 4 0  
5 1  
4 8 0  
8 0  
M a n a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e  f i v e  d i s t r i c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a -
t e d  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  . .  P e r s o n n e l  i n  1 9 7 8  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  m a n a g e  s t a t e  
w i l d l i f e  l a n d s  f o r  g a m e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a c c e s s  a n d  r e l a t e d  o u t d o o r  r e c r e a t i o n "  
O t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  c a p t i v e  w a t e r f o w l  p r o d u c t i o n  f l o c k s ,  e l k  a n d  
b u f f a l o  h e r d s ,  c o n t r o l l e d  h u n t i n g  a r e a s  a n d  t r e e  a n d  s h r u b  n u r s e r i e s .  C o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  
a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  t o  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  i n t e r e s t e d  g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i -
v i d u a l s .  
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District I 
District I personnel were again concerned with development and habitat manipulation, 
includ ing controlled burning, on State Wildlife Management Areas and Forest Service Lands. The 
district assumed add itional responsibilities related to the Habitat Program including N RD con-
tacts and land acquisition reports. The district also provided technical assistance with the buffalo 
and elk herds at Fort Robinson and Wildcat Hills and provided assistance in habitat management 
on private lands. 
District 11 
District 11 personnel were active in habitat management on district wildlife lands, and 
propagation of Canada geese and pheasants on the Sacremento-Wilcox Game Management Area 
for restoration and restocking. 
A total of 300 gos!ings were re leased into the Sand Hiils this year and over 2,000 pheas-
ant chicks were hatched fo r restocking into areas where natural populations were reduced from 
causes other than !oss of habitat. 
In add ition, the implementation of the Habitat Program resulted in meetings with NRD's 
and land acqu isition contacts. 
District 111 
Habitat management act1v1t1es focused on the WMA's; included tree, cover, and food 
plant ings, conservation leases, wildl ife surveys, and noxious weed control. 
Negotiations for management of Loup Power District lands were completed. 
Other act ivities included land reconnaissances, several habitat enhancement programs, 
roadside workshops and manned Commission displays at fairs and shopping centers. 
District IV 
The 1978 waterfowl season at Clear Creek Waterfowl Management Area was very success-
ful, as 742 hunters bagged a record 237 Canada Geese and 146 ducks while hunting 1,519 days. 
Extensive burning and clearing was accomplished on the a,rea to reduce undesirable willow and 
herbaceous growth, thus reducing crippl ing losses and increasing hunter visibility. 
The d istrict was also active in intensifying management on public lands. Major activities 
ind uded: food and cover plots, sh rub plantings, conservation lease management, fencing, wildlife 
su rveys, cover mapping, cholera clean-up and technical assistance to landowners. 
District V 
Major act1v1t1es on other District V lands included controlled burning of 600 
grassland acres, seed ing of 150 acres of native grass and legumes, food plot and conser-
vation leases management, wild life and hunter-use surveys, t imber stand improvement, 
· and maintenance of fences and facilit ies. Twenty six thousand trees were planted on four 
major areas. 
The 1978 waterfowl season at the Plattsmouth Controlled Hunting Area improved 
considerably over the 1977 season. One thousand one hundred eighty one hunters bagged 
500 geese and 12 ducks. Visitor use continued to be a popular activity" A thirty day dove 
hunting season initiated in 1977 was met with good success again in 1978. 
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Salt Valley 
In 1978, the number of tree plantings, legume interseedings and controlled burns 
increased for the fourth consecutive year. Maintenance and habitat improvement prac-
tices were successfully augmented by penal complex trustees, 
During 1978, 25 pairs of wood duck breeders were uti lized at the Branched Oak 
facility. An improvement in wood duck production over 1977, resulted in the stocking of 
617 ducklings at Conestoga Lake and at Twin Lakes. 
The captive Canada goose flock produced 66 goslings. These goslings were re-
leased on Twin Lakes and at Branched Oak, Wild geese produced another 45 goslings on 
these areas. 
Dog Training and Trial Activities 
The Resource Services Division again supported the various sporting dog clubs by 
administering all sporting dog training and field trial activities within the state. Organized 
dog clubs listed on the state roster number 17 in 1978, A total of 38 club trials and 23 
licensed trials were conducted; over 40 percent of these trials were conducted on state ad-
ministered lands. 
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WILDLIFE 
The Wildlife Division develops management programs for the game and non-game wildlife 
including big game, upland game, waterfowl, furbearers, non-game animals and birds, and endan-
gered wildlife in the best interest of wildlife and the people. 
Research projects are involved in a variety of studies aimed at gathering information to 
assist in the development of management programs. Research expertise is provided to other 
divisions such as Resource Services and Law Enforcement. 
Management programs are designed to insure adequate safeguards to protect.the resource 
while providing the maximum hunting, trapping and recreational use. 
Division personnel gather pre-season and post-season population data, determine produc-
tivity, collect harvest information, conduct banding studies, document habitat changes and 
estimate their impact on wildlife, gather baseline population information on non-game species, develop practices to protect threatened species, and study non-native species to determine their 
suitability for introduction. The division is responsibl.e for monitoring private game farm opera-
tions, controlled shooting areas, falconry operations, and pheasant stocking programs through the 
game farm operation at Wilcox and the day old chick cooperators. 
RESEARCH PROGRAMS: \ 
Initial work was carried out testing antiserum prepared .in Montana to see if it was suit-
able for use for a field technique for identifying deer blood. Separation techniques were ex-
plored to see which globulin fraction in antiserum was species specific, 
Whitetail and mule deer blood and tissue were differentiated and results submitted to a 
technical journal. Muscle esterases in waterfowl were examined in an attempt to differentiates 
these species. Considerable time was spent on procedures for preparing ampholytes necessary for 
enzyme analysis. 
Other activities included routine hair, blood and tissue identification for law enforcement 
and serving as a consultant on chemistry and wildlife disease related problems for all divisions. 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS: 
N ongame and Endangered Species 
The nongame specialist served on the National Whooping Crane Recovery Team, organ-
ized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to prepare and assist in the implementation of a plan to 
restore the whooping crane. 
Reported sightings of the black-footed ferret, whooping crane and the swift fox were 
recorded and attempts were made to verify observations. Detailed biological evaluations were 
completed at three sites utilized by whooping cranes, 
Several proposed and final federal rulemakings on endangered, threatened, and nongame 
species and critical habitat were examined to determine their possible effect in Nebraska. Ap-
propriate comments and recommendations were prepared for response by Administration to the 
Department of Interior. Environmental impact of various projects involving powerlines, dams, 
reservoirs, railroads, etc. on endangered, threatened and nongame species were evaluated. 
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F i e l d  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  w e s t e r n  N e b r a s k a  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  n e s t i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  p r a i r i e  f a l c o n ,  g o l d e n  e a g l e  a n d  t h e  f e r r u g i n o u s  h a w k o  B a n d i n g  o f  n e s t l i n g s  
w a s  c o n d u c t e d  s o  a s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  m o v e m e n t s .  P o t e n t i a l  h a b i t a t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r e g r i n e  f a l c o n  w a s ·  a l s o  l o c a t e d .  N e s t i n g  c o l o n i e s  o f  t h e  l e a s t  t e r n  a n d  
t h e  g r e a t  b l u e  h e r o n  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a n d  t h e  h a b i t a t  e v a l u a t e d .  
T w e n t y  f a l c o n r y  p e r m i t s  ( 4  n e w  a n d  1 6  r e n e w a l s )  w e r e  i s s u e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  
a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  c h e c k  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  p r o p e r  r e c o r d s  
a n d  f i l e s .  
S o m e  1 5 0  c o y o t e  a e r i a l  s h o o t i n g  a n d  s p o t t i n g  p e r m i t s  w e r e  i s s u e d .  T i m e  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  
p r o c e s s i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  c h e c k i n g  c o m p l i a n c e  i n  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  q u a r t e r l y  a c t i v i t y  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  
p r e p a r i n g  r e l a t e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  
A  s t u d y  o f  w i n t e r i n g  b a l d  e a g l e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w a s  i n i t i a t e d .  O b j e c t i v e s  w e r e  t o  1 )  d o c u -
m e n t  c o m m u n a l  r o o s t s ;  2 )  d e t e r m i n e  f o o d  h a b i t s ;  a n d  3 )  d e t e r m i n e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t u s ,  t r e n d s  a n d  
a g e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  n o n g a m e  b i o l o g i s t  a t  N o r t h  P l a t t e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  s t a t e  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  n a t i o n w i d e  b a l d  e a g l e  c o u n t .  T o t a l  c o u n t  f r o m  t h e  s u r v e y  1 6 2  
b i r d s .  
C o n t r a c t s  w e r e  a w a r d e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e b r a s k a  f o r  e c o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  s w i f t  
f o x  a n d  t h e  r e d  f o x .  F i e l d  s t u d i e s  w e r e  i n i t i a t e d  o n  b o t h  s p e c i e s  t h i s  y e a r .  
B o b c a t  c a r c a s s e s  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  m a n d a t o r y  t a g g i n g  o f  l e g a l l y  h a r v e s t e d  a n i m a l s  w e r e  
a n a l y z e d  f o r  a g e  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  1 9 7 8 - 7 9  b o b c a t  
h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  s e a s o n  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .  
A  n u m b e r  o f  f i s c a l  d o c u m e n t s ,  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f u t r e  n o n g a m e  a n d  e n d a n -
g e r e d  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  u s e  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  a n  i n c o m e  t a x  c h e c k - o f f  t h a t  w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a  f u n d i n g  s o u r c e  f o r  n o n g a m e  w i l d l i f e .  
O v e r  2 0  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  n o n g a m e  a n d  e n d a n g e r e d  s p e c i e s  p r o g r a m  w e r e  g i v e n  a t  
m e e t i n g s  o f  v a r i o u s  c o n s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  t o  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s .  
B i g  G a m e  
D e e r  p o p u l a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  l o w e r  l e v e l s  o f  1 9 7 7 .  H u n t i n g  s u c c e s s  
w a s  i m p r o v e d  e v e n  w i t h  a  s h a r p  d r o p  i n  a n y  d e e r  p e r m i t s .  A r c h e r y  d e e r  s u c c e s s  w a s  g o o d  e v e n  
w i t h  a  d r o p  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d .  T a b l e  1  l i s t s  t h e  b i g  g a m e  s e a s o n s ,  n u m b e r  o f  
p e r m i t s  a n d  s u ~ c e s s  f o r  1 9 7 8 .  
Q  
T a b l e  1 .  1 9 7 8  B i g  G a m e  H a r v e s t  
D e e r  
A n t e l o p e  
T u r k e y  
S e a s o n  
U a t e s  
A r c h e r y  
9 / 1 6  - 1 2 / 3 1  *  
F i r e a r m * *  
1 1 / 1 1  - 1 1 / 1 9  
A r c h e r y  
8 / 2 0  - 1 0 / 3 1  *  
R i f l e  
9 / 3 0  - 1 0 / 8  
N u m b e r  o f  
P e r m i t s .  
7 , 2 2 4  
2 3 , 6 2 7  
1 4 0  
1 , 5 1 4  
H a r v e s t  
1 , 2 5 3  
1 1 , 1 4 4  
6  
1 , 1 3 1  
1 7  
4 7  
4  
7 5  
S p r i n g  a r c h e r y  4 / 1  - 5 / 7  2 0 0  1 9  9 . 5  
S p r i n g  s h o t g u n  4 / 1 5  - 5 / 7  2 , 0 9 6  6 2 6  3 0  
F a l l  a r c h e r y  1 0 / 1  - 1 0 / 2 7  1 6 4  3 5  2 1  
F a l l  s h o t g y n  1 0 / 2 8  - l l [ l Q . _  _ _  J . . . . , . . . . , 1 . . . . , ~  . . .  1 ) - - - - - - - .. . .  ~ . . . .  8  . . .  8  _  _ _ _ M _  
* E x c l u s i v e  o f  d a t e s  o p e n  f o r  f i r e a r m  s e a s o n  
* .: " I n c l u d e s  d e e r  t a k e n  d u r i n g  D e S o t o  R e f u g e  s e a s o n  
5 1  
Deer 
Archery permit sales continued to decline to 7,244 in 1978. 
somewhat better with a harvest of 1,253 or 17 percent success. 
Success was 
A 5-day special muzzleloader season was again held on the DeSoto National 
Wildlife Refuge. Success was 47 percent for the 100 permits issued. 
Table 2 lists the management units, permits issued and success for 1977 ad 1978. 
Even with a reduction of 2,550 either sex permits, hunting success increased over 1977. There 
appears to be an increase in the deer herd statewide. 
Table 2 . Firearm deer permits, harvest and success. 
Percentage 
Permits Either Sex Harvest Percentage Success 
Unit 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 
Blue 2,070 2,098 20 20 906 984 44 47 
Buffalo 1,415 1,431 0 0 592 771 42 54 
Calamus East 800 698 30 0 337 288 42 41 
Calamus West 1,001 900 30 0 520 455 52 51 
DeSoto 100 100 100 100 45 47 45 47 
Elkhorn 1,675 1,672 0 0 552 600 33 36 
Frenchman 1,530 1,499 30 10 999 1,014 65 66 
Keya Paha 1,800 1,502 20 0 677 548 38 37 
Loup East 907 901 0 0 317 388 35 43 
Loup West 1,300 1,100 10 0 464 520 36 47 
Missouri 1,999 2,001 0 0 592 722 30 36 
Pine Ridge 2,002 2,000 0 0 533 743 27 37 
Plains 1,100 1,003 50 20 722 614 66 61 
Platte 1,505 1,403 20 10 740 743 49 53 
Republican 1,134 1,153 10 10 502 611 44 53 
Sandhills 1,999 2,000 30 10 1,148 1,127 57 56 
Upper Platte 996 900 40 10 516 385 52 43 
Wahoo 1,350 1,366 10 10 571 631 42 46 
TOTALS 24,683 23,727 15 6 10,733 11,191 43 47 
* Special regulations in part of unit 
Antelope 
Aerial surveys in the Panhandle indicate a decrease of about 9 percent in antelope num-
bers compared to 1977. The estimated population of 6,428 is about 12 percent lower than the 
past 5-year average 7,276 (range 6,588 to 8,217). 
Productivity was average but five percent lower than 1977. 
Table 3 shows the antelope units, permits and success for 1977-78. The North Sioux, 
Brown and Rock units did show moderate drops in hunting success, but they were offset by 
increases in most of the other areas. 
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Table 3. Antelope permits, harvest and success 
Permits Harvest Success 
Omt I977 ---r978 I977 I97B 1977 -rgm 
Banner 127 152 100 125 79 82 
Box Butte 406 303 286 214 70 71 
Brown 51 54 46 32 90 59 
Cherry 152 151 117 124 77 82 
Cheyenne 40 40 24 35 60 88 
Dismal 126 127 83 81 66 64 
Dundy 10 10 5 9 50 90 
Garden 204 203 148 162 73 80 
North Sioux 604 453 504 334 83 74 
Rock 15 21 12 15 80 71 
TOTALS 1,735 1,514 1,325 1,131 76 75 
Turkey 
The 23 day shotgun spring turkey season (April 15 - May 7) resulted in a harvest of 626 
gobblers by 2,096 hunters for 30 percent success. Distribution of the harvest was 54 percent the 
first weekend with the remaining three full weeks contributing 24, 12 and 10 percent respectively. 
Poor hunting conditions existed throughout the season. 
The spring archery season ran from April I to May 7. Success was 9.5 percent by the 200 
hunters. Nine of the birds were taken prior to the opening of the shotgun season. 
Production surveys showed the Pine Ridge population slightly below average. Winter 
flock counts in the Niobrara area showed the highest population ever recorded for that area. The 
count was 81 percent above the past five year average. 
The fall shotgun season ran form October 28 to November 10 and 1,224 birds were bagged 
by 2,213 permittees for a hunter success of 55 percent. 
Hunter success for the fall archery season (October 1-27 was 23 percent with 47 turkeys 
harvested by 201 permittees. 
Forty-nine hybrid turkeys were transplanted to three sites in Webster, Dixon and Sarpy 
counties. 
Upland Game 
Pheasant 
The 1978 spring rural mail carrier survey indicated a 12 percent increase in the pheasant 
breeding population. Production according to the carriers was up 45 percent from 1977. Com-
mission personnel data combined with the rural mail carrier's data showed a 31 percent increase 
the pheasant numbers. · 
Opening weekend check stations showed success up from .97 birds per day in 1977 to 1.36 
in 1978. The statewide harvest was up substantially from 1977. The 1978 hunting season opened 
November 4 and closed December 31 except in the Panhandle where the season closed November 
30. 
The Commission authorized distribution of 25,000 day old chicks for cooperators to raise 
and release at eight weeks of age . Figure 1 shows the number of cooperators and chicks distribu-
ted by county in 1978. 
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S / O V , Y .  
P h e a s a n t  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  g a m e  f a r m  a t  S a c  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  2 , 4 0 9  b i r d s  f o r  r e l e a s e  i n  
1 9 7 8 .  D i s e a s e  l o s s e s  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  c h i c k s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  a t  s e v e n  t o  e i g h t  
w e e k s  o f  a g e .  T h e  r e l e a s e s  w e r e  m a d e  i n  t w e l v e  c o u n t i e s  a t  1 9  s i t e s  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  a d v e r s e  w e a -
t h e r  f a c t o r s  h a d  r e d u c e d  t h e  p h e a s a n t  p o p u l a t i o n s  o n  s t a t e  a r e a s  o f  h i g h  h u n t e r  d e m a n d .  
F i g u r e  1 .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c h i c k s  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  c o o p e r a t o r s  b y  c o u n t y  a n d  d i s t r i c t ,  1 9 7 8 .  
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Figure 2 shows the distribution of the releases in the state. 
Figure 2. Release sites of 1978 pheasant production at the Sacramento Game Management Area. 
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Quail 
The summer rural mail carrier survey indicated a significant increase in the quail 
population while the whistle count survey indicated only a . slight increas(:). .. Hunting 
success according to the opening weekend check station was up slightly from 1977 but up 
substantially according to the hunter success survey. 
The 1978 season opened November 4 and closed January 31, 1979. 
Squirrels 
No population surveys were conducted for squirrels, but !ield reports indicate a stable 
population. Hunting success was average according to the hunter success survey. The hunting sea-
son was September 1 to January 31, 1979. 
Grouse 
The spring display ground survey indicated a 22 percent increase in sharptail numbers and 
6 percent in prairie chicken. Hunting success was up 40 percent according to opening weekend 
hunter checks and statewide harvest was the highest on record in recent years. 
The season opened September 16 and closed October 29. 
Cottontail 
The summer rural mail carrier survey indicated a 70 percent increase while the rabbits 
observed on quail whistle count routes were down 25 percent. · 
Hunter success was up according to the hunter success survey for the season that opened 
September 1 and closed February 28, 1979. 
Waterfowl 
Avian cholera again occurred in the state. Losses occurred at Swanson Reservoir (750), 
Lake McConaughy (2,484) and the south central rainbas.ins (750). Control consisted of pickup 
up and incinerating the carcasses. 
Aerial and ground surveys in May and June indicated duck breeding populations of 
126,006 in the sandhills. This is a 45 percent increase over the 1976 level (last year flown) . The 
July index wss up 187 percent in the sandhills from 1977. 
Banding quotas for wintering mallard populations at seven locations totalled 2,800. 
Winter bandings totalled 2,249 mallards. Wintering mallards and Canada geese were down 18 and 
12 percent, respectively. 
In 1978, 306 goslings, produced from the captive flocks were banded and transported to 
four release sites in the sandhills. 
The duck season in the high plains area opened October 14 and closed January 4 and in 
the low plains a split season opened October 7 through 8 and reopened October 14 through 
December 10. The dark goose (Canada's and whitefront) season opened October 7 and closed 
December 17, while the light goose season ran from September 30 to December 24. 
Fur bearers 
The trapper survey was not conducted in 1978. The season on raccoon and opossum was 
November 15 to February 15 in the southeast and November 1 to February 14 in the remainder of 
the state. The season for mink, muskrat and beaver opened November 15, 11 and 25, respectively 
and closed February 28. 
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Mourning Doves 
The dove season opened September 1 and closed October 15. Hunting success was good 
throughout the state as the population remained at a high level. 
Game Fann Permits 
Two types of game farm permits are issued: 1) Game Fancier Pet permit, and 2) Com-
mercial Game Farm permit. In 1978, 522 pet and 159 commercial permits were issued. This was 
down slightly from the 532 pet and 171 commercial permits issued in 1977. 
Controlled Shooting Area Permits 
Only two controlled shooting area permits were issued in 1978 compared to six in 1977. 
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